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INTRODUCTION, 


HE intermingled deteſtation and con- 
tempt which a ſevere but profitable 
experience has taught me to entertain for the 
malevolence of diſcovered vice, ſerve rather 
to increaſe than to diminiſh the reſpectful 
confidence that urges me to ſubmit theſe pa- 
pers to the public. It is not the odious light 
in which I have ſeen, and perhaps placed, a 
too-powerful individual, that can alter my 
opinion of the diſcernment, the candour, and 
the juſtice of the community at large. They 
will give me credit for the purity of my in- 
tentions, and ſuppoſe (what is the fact) that, 
having traced a fraud committed againſt the 
PEOPLE, toits abandoned ſource, I took 
| the liberty of appealing to the Members of 
the Houſe of Commons, and to the Lords of 
A 2 the 
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the Admiralty, for the ſole purpoſe of indy. 
cing them to cut up a growing impoſition, 
and, whilſt they eaſed the /uferers, to remove 
and puniſh the offender. Hence originated 
the Letters printed in the General Advertiſer, 
They are now thrown into one heap, and 
form a pamphlet, preſerving ſtill their unat- 
fected ſimple dreſs. No art has been em- 
ployed to deck them with a meretricious 
luſtre ; they ſtand upon the baſe of TRUTH; 
and, full of ſtrength, are not in need of 
ornament. This circumſtance is of itſelf 
ſufficrent to prevent the Writer from bring- 
ing forward ſuch additional obſervations, a 
muſt impart a novelty to their contents, 
But there exiſts another motive for ſetting 


limits to the ſubject. I diſdain even the ap- 


pearance of an attempt to bias, by freſh . 
marks, the minds of the Jury who may be 
appointed to try the cauſe now pending (on 
account of theſe Letters) in the Court of 
King's-Bench, between Mr. Atkinſon and 
me. Even upon this ground, my enemies 
ſhall prove as defective in their accuſations 
as upon all others. 


W. B. 
The 


| 3 
The Reader (who will pleaſe to look with 
an indulgent eye upon the accidental errors 
of the Letters) is earneſtly requeſted to pay 
particular attention to the following 


AFFIDAVIT. 


In the King s-Bench, 


\HRISTOPHER ATKINSON, of 
Mark-lane, London, Eſq; and WILLIAM 
PARKER, of Fleet-ſtreet, London, Print- 

er, ſeverally make oath ; and firſt the ſaid 
Chriſtopher Atkinſon ſaith, That he hath 
for ſeveral years laſt paſt followed the bu- 
ſineſs or employment of a Cornfactor, and = 
in that capacity hath ſerved the Commiſ- 
ſioners for Victualling his Majeſty's Navy 
from the year 1778, to this time, with 
wheat and other grain, and with malt from 
1779. And this Deponent further faith, 
That in a printed paper, called The GExR-“ 
KAL ADVERTISER and Morning INTEL“ 
LIGENCER, of Wedneſday the 31ſt Day of 

January, 1781, and hereunto annexed 
marked (B) appeared, and which this De- 
ponent hath. peruſed a letter, or paragraph, 

addreſſed, 


| 
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a 


(v3 
addreſſed, © My Lord, and fubſctibed 
William Bennet, Camberwell, January 25, 
1781.” And this Deponent ſaith, That the 
ſaid letter or paragraph ſo addreſſed and 
ſubſcribed, and inſerted in the ſaid paper 
hereunto annexed, as this Deponet be- 
lieves, doth refer to this Deponent, and 
was intended to defame him in his cha- 
racter and reputation of a Cornfactor; and 


that by the name of Mr. Chriſtopher At- 


kinſon, mentioned in the ſaid letter or pa- 


ragraph, this Deponent is meant: And 


that the ſaid William Bennett, by the pub- 
lication of the ſaid letter or paragraph as 
aforeſaid, did intend to repreſent him, this 
Deponent, to the public, as having de- 
frauded the Commiſſioners for Victualling 


his Majeſty's Navy, in the way of his bu- 
- fineſs as their Cornfactor; and to induce 


the public to believe, that when the very 
fineſt ſhip malt was ſelling at 29s. to 30s. 
and the additional charges of diſcount, 
commiſſion for purchaſing, lighterage, &c. 
amounting to 48. 3d. per quarter, and 
making together 34s. 3d. per quarter, 
He, this Deponent, as Corn- factor for the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, purchaſed malt at 
that price, and charged to the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners for a great quantity of ſuch 

Malt 
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Malt ſo by him purchaſed for the ſaid | 
Commiſſioners, 37s. 3d. per quarter, and Is 
for ſome thouſand quarters 36s. 6d. and 1 
that many of the malts delivered to, or to Hy 
the order of the ſaid Commiſſioners at that 
price and time, were by him, this Depo- 
nent, bought at 27s. per quarter, and ſome 
under; and by ſuch publication, this Depo- 
nent apprebends and believes, the ſaid Wil- 
liam Bennett's intentions were to repreſent, 
and to have it believed by the Public, that 
this Deponent defrauded the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſioners in the difference of the price“; 
which the ſaid William Bennett, in the 
ſaid letter or paragraph, pretends ſuch 
malt was purchaſed at, and the price he, 
this Deponent, as the ſaid William Ben- 
nett in the ſaid letter or paragraph, pre- 
tends charged the ſaid Commiſſioners 
with. And this Deponent ſaith, That in 
the tranſactions he hath had with the ſaid 
Commiſſioners as their Cornfactor, he 
hath charged them the uſual commiſſion of 
Six-pence per quarter, and no more, for 
all malt and grain ſupplied by him; and 


e Cunning little Iſaac.” Eraſmus believed becauſe it 
was impoſſible, The faith of this Deponent is rivetted upon 
2 different ground, 


that 


—_— 
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that he never did, at any time, during his 
tranſactions with the ſaid Commiſſioners, 


charge more than the uſual commiſſion of 
Six-pence per quarter, beyond the price 


he actually paid for any malt or grain, 


purchaſed by him for the ſaid Commiſ. 
ſioners, as their Cornfactor. And this 
Deponent further ſaith, That he apprehends 
and believes that the ſaid William Bennett, 
by the general tenor of the ſaid letter or 


paragraph, ſo ſubſcribed with his name, 


and inſerted in the Paper hereunto an- 
nexed, endeavours to inſinuate to the pub- 
lic, and to wiſh the public, and the ſeveral 
perſons to whom ſuch letters haye been 
addreſſed as after-mentioned, to believe 
he, this Deponent, in his character of Corn- 


factor to the ſaid Commiſſioners, hath 


committed, and continues to commit, 
great frauds upon the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
to the great detriment and injury of the 
public. And this Deponent further faith, 
That he hath been informed, and believes, 
that printed letters of the like purport and 
effect of the letter or paragraph, inſerted 
in the paper hereunto annexed, have been 
ſent to, and diſtributed among all, or moſt 
of the Members of the Honourable Houle 


of Commons (except to this Deponent, who 
15 
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is alſo a Member of the ſaid Houſe “) and 
particularly to Robert Mayne, Eſquire, a 
Member of the ſaid Houſe; and that the 
printed letter, or paper, ſo ſent to the 
ſaid Robert. Mayne, is ſubſcribed Wil- 
liam Bennett, and dated Camberwell, 
January 22, 1781, and was produced to 
this Deponent at the time of ſwearing to 
this his Affidavit, and marked with the 
letter A; and which faid laſt-mentioned 
letter this Deponent received from the 
ſaid Robert Mayne, who informed this 
Deponent that he received the ſame by 
the poſt. And this Deponent ſaith, That he 
is well acquainted with the character and 
manner of hand writing of the ſaid Wil- 
liam Bennett; and faith, That the name or 
characters William Bennett ſubſcribed to 
the ſaid laſt-mentioned letter, is of the 
proper hand-writing of the ſaid William 
Bennett : and this deponent further ſaith, 


Is this parentheſis introduced with the modeſt view of 
informing the Court of King's Bench, that the Deponent was 
a ſenator of Great Britain? or did he ſeriouſly expect ſuch a 
letter? If a Secretary of State were to ſend the warrant for 
execution to the malefactors, inſtead of the Sheriffs, would 
not the world ſuppoſe him a fitter object for Bedlam, than 
for the poſſeſſion of the feats ? 


B That 
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That in the ſaid paper called the Genera 
Advertiſer and Morning Intelligencer of 
Wedneſday, October the 18th, 1780, 


marked C, of Monday, November the 


1 3th, 1780, marked D, and Monday, No. 
vember the 20th, 1780, marked E, and De. 
cember the 8th, 1780, marked F, appear. 


ed ſeven letters or paragraphs ſigned 


Scourge, two ſigned Wm. Bennett, two 
ſigned W. Bennett, and one ſigned Wil. 
liam Bennett; in all or moſt of which lat 
mentioned letters, are contained, as this 
Deponent underſtands and believes, divers 
libellous, falſe, and injurious expreſſions, 
and miſrepreſentations, of the character 
and conduct of this deponent in his bu- 
ſineſs and employ of Cornfactor as afore- 
ſaid; and which ſaid ſeveral papers 6 
marked D, E, and F, were ſeverally 
ſhewn and produced to this deponent at 
the time of ſwearing to this his affidavit. 
——And this Deponent William Parker, 


for himſelf ſeverally ſaith, That he is the 


Printer of the ſaid paper called the Ge- 
neral Advertiſer and Morning Intelligencer 
hereunto annexed, and hereby referred to; 
and faith, that a day or two before the 
letter or paragraph appeared in the paper 
hereunto annexed, ſo ſubſcribed as afore- 

| ſaid, 
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ſaid, he the ſaid William Bennett came to, 
and requeſted, this deponent to keep room 
in his paper for the publication thereof; and 
that he this deponent ſoon after received 
from, or the ſaid William Bennett ſent 
to, this deponent a printed copy of the 
ſaid letter, from which this deponent 
printed the letter or paragraph in the pa- 
per hereunto annexed, and ſo ſubſcribed 
as aforeſaid, at the inſtance and requeſt, 
and by the directions of the ſaid William 
Bennett. And this deponent further ſaith, 
That he alſo cauſed to be printed for the 


ſaid William Bennett, ſeveral copies of a 


letter intended to be addreſſed to, and 
diſtributed among the Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, of the like tenor and 
effect as the letter or paragraph in the 
ſaid paper hereunto annexed, and at his 
requeſt; and alſo publiſhed in the ſaid 
paper, called the General Advertiſer and 
Morning Intelligencer, of the eighteenth of 
October, the thirteenth and twentieth of 
November, and eighth of December laſt 
paſt, and marked with the ſaid letters 
D, E, and F, the aforeſaid ſeveral letters 
or paragraphs ſigned Scourge, William 
Bennett, Wm. Bennett, and W. Ben- 
nett, at the like inſtance and requeſt of 
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the ſaid William Bennett; who authorize 
this deponent to give him the ſaid Wil. 
liam Bennett up, as the author of ſuch 
ſeveral publications, to any perſon or per. 
ſons requiring the ſame. 


Sworn at Serjeant's- inn, the 6th? 


day of February, 1781, by 8 
the deponent William Park- „ 


er, before 
E. Willes.“ 


Sworn in court by the deponent ö 


. 


Chriſtopher Atkinſon, the 
| 7th day of February, 1781. 
| By the court. 


«Oh! that mine enemy had written a buk” 

is a ſignificant and bitter wiſh, delivered at a 
former period, amidſt the ſtrong workings of 
an irritated mind. If I have an enemy, |! 
has prevented me from refining upon the 
curſe, and rendered it unneceſſary to exclaim, 
* Ob! that my adverſary had made an AF Fr. 
DAVIT!” It is already made; and let the 
firm 


firm integrity and wiſdom of an Engliſb Jury 
pronounce their verdi&t! Such is the obſti- 
nacy of my diſpoſition, and ſuch the bound- 
leſs and romantic generoſity of CHRIST O- 
PHER ATKINSON, Eſquire! thatwhilſt, 
inſenſible of the danger which ſurrounds me, 
I dare him to the Trial ; he will either. pro- 
craſtinate, or abſolutely hinder it from coming 
on, with uo other view but to defend me from 
the juſt vengeance of the Law. There is a 
ſpark of manly haughtineſs about my heart, 
that teaches me to ſuppoſe, that pity 1s not 
preferable to perſecution. I aſk the latter (and 
it is the only favour that I will condeſcend to 
alk) from Mr. ATKINSON, provided that 
he beſtows it on me in a Court of Judicature. 
I am not contented with the general idea that 
virtue flutters about hs character, and that 
malignant foul depravity 1s perching upon 
mine, Of two parties, the one accuſes, and 
the other moſt ſolemnly aſſerts his innocence. 
I would have it proved, in the open face of day, 
which of theſe men is ſteeped up to the heart 
in guilt ; and obedient to the enlivening voice 
of conſcience, I declare publicly, that I with 


with ardor for that decifive proof of crimes 
which 


0 
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| 


L xiv ] 
which is to determine how light in the balance 
againſt the character of CHRISTOPHER 
ATKINSON, Eſquire! are the aſperſions of 


WILLIAM BENNETT, 
Camberwell, OR. 1781, 


Ws os 
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LETTERS, Oe. 


To the Editor of the General Advertiſer, &c. 
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SIR, 


HEN men in public truſt under govern- 
ment betray the confidence repoſed in 


them, it is certainly the duty of every 


perſon to hold their mal- practices to public view, 
and the duty of honeſt repreſentatives, to make a 
minute enquiry into the charge, that they may 

receive a juſt puniſhment if guilty, though ſhel- 
tered behind the Admiralty-Board. The perſons 
alluded to are the C rs of V ing, 
againſt whom great complaiats have been made, 
for a ſhameful breach of the truſt repoſed in them, 
by the partial private contracts they have made 
with a certain Cornfactor, at a moſt enormous 
price, for wheat, malt, and peaſe (it is ſaid) to 
repay his expences when he ſtood candidate for a 


6 paltry 
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paltry borough in Yorkſhire. A rumour, that an 
enquiry into the tranſactions of that board has 
cauſed an order to, be made, that the clerks 
keep the price the Commiſſioners pay for thoſe 
articles a profound ſecret; and in order the more 
effectually to prevent the expected enquiry taking 
place, or, at leaſt if it does, to prevent it from 
rejecting them, they have ſolicited an order of 
the Admiralty-Board, for their continuing in 
the (ruinous) mode they have ſo happily adopted, 
for the ſole purpoſe of enriching a particular fa- 
vourite of the Firſt Lord “, and an intimate of 
the prime Miniſter's Secretary. The C————s 
in the repetition to the A—y B——d ſet forth, 
that © the Contractor on the loweſt terms avail 
themſelves of many artful devices, to deliver in 
grain of an inferior quality, and baffle the utmoſt 
vigilance of our officers, when the contract on our 
part is to have the beſt; but the Commiſſioners 
have not informed their Lordſhips what artful de- 
vices have been uſed to baffle their underſtanding, 
when they obliged their officers to receive wheat 
at 581b. per buſhel; and paid 28. per quarter 


more for it, and ready money, than they were 


offered for at 59lb. per buſhel (the contract 


Lord 8. took this ſame CornfaQor with him in 
his chariot, to the Houſe of Lords, the day his Majeſty went 
to open the preſent ſeſſion of parliament ;z and, it is ſaid, a 
few days after came to the London Tavern, to dine with the 
Commiſſioners at the fame Factor's expence. 


weight) 
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weight) to be paid by bills in courſe; alſo an 
order to their - officers to receive the wheat and 
peaſe ſent by their Factor, without weighing or 
examining ; nor have they informed their Lord- 
ſhips what devices baffled their underſtanding, 
when they gave an order for receiving above 300 
quarters of ſtinking worm-eaten peaſe, which 
had been refuſed by the vigilance of the officer; 
as unfit for his Majeſty's ſervice; and it is well 
known, that peaſe of about the ſame quality were 
ſelling out of the condemned ſtores at the ſame 
time, all for the health and comfort of the brave 
ſailors ; nor have they informed their Lordſhips, 
what devices could ſo far induce men of ſo many 
years experience, as ſome of the Commiſſioners 
have had, to believe that their Factor could ſup- 
ply them with amber malt 3s. per quarter, and 
from that to 5s. per quarter, than Bear-key mar- 
ket could produce; which muſt be the caſe, as 
they were offered the beſt amber malt that could 
be procured from 3s. to 58. per quarter, to be 
paid by bills in courſe, leſs than they were pay- 
ing in ready money, It is true, the vigilance of 
the officer for receiving malt muſt have been baf- 
fled by ſome means or other, when he received 
from this ſame Factor ſo many hundred quarters 
of malt that had laid by till it was as ſoft as 
prains, and was then re-dried into a kind of am- 
ber colour, and received in the King's brewhouſe 
at the price of fine amber malt, If the Com- 

miſſioners 


4 


March 10, 1779. 
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miſſioners Factor, or any perſon for him, dare 


deny the charge of re-drying the malt, the name 


of the lighterman, and the perſon who lives not 
many miles from Rotherhithe, that re-dried them, 
and the time it happened, ſhall appear in this 
paper; when more particulars ſhall be laid be- 
fore the public, which, it is to be hoped, will 
induce ſome honeſt independent Member of the 
Houſe of Commons to move for the enquiry, 2 
it can be done with very little trouble, as ſhall 
appear more fully in my next. | 


SCOURGE. 


| To the Printer of the General Advertiſer, Ge. 


LETTER I. 
On MALT CONTRACT, 
SIR, | 


TN my letter of March toth laſt, inſerted in 
4 your paper, I charged the C————- of 
V——— with making partial private con- 
tracts with Mr. A „their cornfactor, at a 
very extravagant price ; I now take an opportu- 
nity of proving my charge more fully, by ex- 
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tracts from ſeveral letters, which will ſhey ſuch, 
a ſet of men ought to be very cautiouly truſted, 
with the expenditure of the public money. I 
ſhall firſt give you an extract of a letter from the 
(—— of V———— to the S- — to 
the L— of the A „dated the 17th of 
February laſt, which ſays, We employed Mr. 
A „ an eminent maltfactor, &c. allow- 
ing him the common commiſſion of ſix- pence per 
quarter, as is uſual with merchants when they 
purchaſe grain; and it is with the greateſt ſa- 
tisfaction we acquaint you, for the information 
of their I ps, that the plan has anſwered 
even beyond our moſt ſanguine expectations; and 
by paying ready money for all our purchaſes, we 
have ſecured the fineſt and beit grain on the moſt 
advantageous terms.” The falſity of the whole 
I ſhall endeavour to ſhew by two extracts of let- 
ters to the C of the ſame date, viz. the 
12th June, 1778; the firſt was from a perſon 
that, at the time the C were paying 
Mr. A 36s. 6d. per quarter for malt, 
made them an offer to deliver them the fineſt 
malt at 34s. 5d. In conſequence of the diffe- 
rence in price, they made him a promiſe, thae 
they would apply very ſhortly to him for a thou- 
ſand quarters by way of trial; but as the C— 
failed in their promiſe, the letter, of which the 
iollowing is an extract, was ſent to them: © On 


the Saturday following I find your officers, per 


C 2 your 
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your order, bought 1000 quarters of malt of 
Mr. A. , at his houſe in M lane, 
at 348. 4d. which proves what I told you to be 
truth, viz. that you had for two years, or more, 
paid conſiderably more than market prices for 
malt; for although there has been no alteration 
in the malt market, between this time and your 
buying the laſt ſeyeral thouſand quarters, yet 
Mr. A — has lowered his price 2s. 2d. per 
quarter, which is one penny lower than my offer, 
and has, in conſequence, ſaved government in 
the one parcel 1081, 6s. 8d.” The other letter 
mentioned aboye, was from Mr. C— A—, 
wherein he tells the C— —, * My ambition 
to gain reputation to myſelf, and health and 
comfort to the brave ſailors, will abundantly 
outweigh every other conſideration; and nothing 
would ever induce me to ſupply a commodity 
inferior to the beſt, and more than a common 
commiſſion I never wiſh to gain.” (Matchlels 
effrontery 1 but that is a quality of which Mr. 
A is generally allowed to poſſeſs a very 
large ſnare. But what excuſe is there a poſ- 
ſibility to frame for a ſet of men that have becn 
for ſome time ſquandering away the public mo- 
ney, and then to throw the blame from their 
own ſhoulders, to ſign a letter to the . — of 
the A — replete with the moſt glaring falſe- 
hoods ? The facts aſſerted in my former letter 
(ſtanding wholly uncontroverted) of the lack 
: | malt 


1 
malt re- dried and delivered to the King's brew- 
houſe as cloſe dried amber, the light wheat de- 
livered to the King's Mills, and the ſtinking 
worm-eaten peaſe alſo ſent to the Red-houſe 
ſtores, prove the falſity of having ſecured the 
fineſt and beſt grain; and the extract of the let- 
ter before-mentioned will alto moſt fully prove 
the laſt aſſertion falſe, viz. on the moſt advanta- 
geous terms. Beſides that, Mr. A————— 
has ready money, according to the C — 
letter, but the other perſon was to be paid by 
bills, which at that time were ſeven and a half 
per cent. diſcount, and amounted in the one 
thouſand quarters to 1281. 14s. and upwards, 
which was a pretty decent common commiſſion ; 
then to compleat their plan, they have, out of 
their tender regard for Mr. As con- 
ſcience, and that there ſnould not be any impe- 
diment to Mr. A————'s making the moſt of 
the preſent opportunity, diſpenſed with the oaths * 


and obligations every other contractor was al- 


Every contractor for malt (except Mr. A ) 1s 
obliged to ſwear to the quality of the malt, that it is cloſe- 
dried amber, not mixed with brown or pale; and that they 
have not themſelves, or any perion for them, bribed any of- 
hcer concerned in the receipt of ſtores under the C 3 
and if a barge of malt, or wheat, or any part thereof, is 
found not to be agreeable to the contract, a penalty of 10l. for 
every barge ſo returned was always dedated from the bills of 
the contractor. 


ways 
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ways ſubje& to. I ſhall take as early an. oppor. 
tunity as poſſible, after your inſertion of this, to 
give you ſome further information in my third 
letter, in what manner the above facts, and ma- 
ny others equally ſhameful, may be proved to 


the ſatisfaction of the Houſe of Commons, who, 


it is hoped, will make the —— account for ſuch 
ſhameful conduct. 


| SCOURGE, 
July 1, 1779. 


—_— 


Fer the General Advertiſer, Ge. 


q | To Mr. C — 4 | N, Cornfactor 
in M——k-l——e, 

SIR, 
Should not thus publicly have addreſſed you 
ſo ſoon, but finding you are daily impoſing 
on the belief of your friends, and through them 
on the public, by declaring, upon your honour 
and reputation, that the two letters inſerted in 
this paper of March 10, and July 8 paſt, “ con- 
tain only the moſt glaring ſalſhoods.” If you, 
Sir, will refer to the firſt letter, you will there 


find a challenge to any perſon to deny the charge, 
| and 


E 

and it ſnould be proved; it has not yet been de- 
nied. You, Sir, have at laſt thought proper to 
deny the charges contained in both letters, but 
in a manner you thought moſt probable not to 
reach my ear. I now call on you to diſprove the 
charges as publicly as they were made, which, 
if you refuſe to do, the public will be ſatisfied 
what dependance they are to put on your honour 
and reputation; and I make no doubt, if you at- 
tempt to diſprove them, I ſhall be able to bring 
ſuch public proofs, that will ſhew there is ſome- 
thing more tempting to you in the contracts than 
ambition to gain reputation. Till you give an 
anſwer to this, I ſhall take the liberty to continue 
the ſignature 


SCOURGE. 


P. S. I think it would better become Mr. 
ꝙ422 to drop the ſcurrilous invectives he 
ſo frequently makes uſe of againſt the author, as 
they may, if he attempts at public proofs, retort 
on him with double force. 


To 
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To the Printer of the General Advertiſer, G. 


MALT CONTRACT. 
LETTER III. 


S I R> 


Should before this have continued an ac- 
count of the extravagant prices the O 
of V pay for malt bought in the preſent 
mode, which (to uſe their own terms) they have 
ſo happily adopted, but that I waited Mr, 
A—— 's anſwer to the letter in your paper of 
July the 29th paſt, challenging him to a public 
denial of the charges contained in two letters 
therein mentioned; inſtead of which, it is his de- 
clared determination to treat every charge brought 
againſt him anonymouſly with the greateſt con- 
tempt. That flimſy ſubterfuge is too plain; it is 
eaſy to treat that with contempt, that to attempt 
to refute would be the ſureſt method to eſtabliſh 
its authenticity. I ſhall, according to my former 
intention, ſhew the falſity of his letter to the 
Ls of the A y, of Nov. 7, 1776 ; where- 
in he informs their Lordſhips, © that the contracts 
have been chiefly ſupplied with malt made in the 
vicinity of London, which is a fort, in his appre- 
henſion, very ill ſuited for his Majeſty's ſervice; 
as 


2 
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2; the maſter brewer is obliged to make a tun of 
beer from a quarter of malt, he, according to the 
opinion of experienced brewers, ſhould have the 
beſt,” Mr. at the ſame time knows, 
that the malt made in the vicinity of London 
fetches conſiderably more money than thoſe made 
in Berkſhire and Oxfordſhire, (of which he ſup- 
plies fo much,) owing to their ſuperior quality. 
Mr. A , to be ſure, is well ſatisfied they 
were ſupplied by him with a large quantity of 
bad malt, if not made in London, was re- dried 
there; and how the brewer was to get a tun of 
beer from a quarter of them, did not at that time 
give Mr. A — any concern.) But Mr. A 
well knows, that the contract was in general ſup- 
plied with Norfolk, Cambridgeſhire, or other 
good malts ; otherwiſe the brewer returned them, 
and fixed the penalty on the contractor. I will 
now, Mr. Editor, with your leave, advert more 
fully to his letter to the C-— of V——, of the 
12th of June, 1778 ; wherein he ſays, © I flatter 
myſelf that the bills of parcels I had the honour 
to deliver to you the other day, would fully 
evince I had not more than a bare market price 
for the malt I furniſhed government with ; yet I 
beg, in addition, to inform you, I have letters 
from the moſt eminent malt-fa&tors at Ware, 
| ſhewing, that they ſold malt at the ſame time 
conſiderably higher than I have ſupplied govern- 
ment at,” Mr. A— at the time of writing that 
D letter, 
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letter, well knew the temper of the men he wy 
writing to, otherwiſe he would not have ventured 
to have mentioned the bills of parcels in the fir 
part of it, nor the Ware malt- factors letter in the 
latter: But he was well aware, the C-— woyl 
make no enquiry into either; but, unleſs they at 
determined that nothing ſhall convince them, 
think, when they compare the prices hereafte 
ſtated, they will ſee that the letter above-men. 
tioned was a piece of artifice to enſnare them, 
by making them ſign a letter to the L—& 
of the Ad. y, replete with falſhood; 
which ſhall be hereafter noticed. Mr. A— 
paid for a very conſiderable quantity of mil 
that he delivered to the King's brewhouſe, in 
March, 1778—26s. 6d. per quarter, up to 27 
which, with the additional charges fuppoling 
him not to have ready money, amounted, with di 
count, commiſſion, &c. in the whole, to 50, 
11d. per quarter; and he was charging 375. j6 
per quarter; in April he paid 27s. to 275. 6d. 
per quarter, and, the diſcount rather highe, 
received 36s. 6d. per quarter; the fame the be. 
ginning of May; the latter end of May, in cos. 
ſequence of repeated letters offering lower, * 
charged 345. 4d. though malts continued at tit 
ſame price; beſides, he took with ſome factor 
ſix weeks, with others three months credi. 
What an uncommon aſſurance then muſt he pd 
ſeſs, to declare he received no more than a bil 
market 


l 

market price; and what an unpardonable neglect 
in the C » not to enquire into the truth of 
his letters, though ſo often preſſed to it by others. 
Then, to try how far the duplicity of ſuch men 
as the C— could be extended, Mr. A 
tells them, © he has letters from ſeveral Ware 
malt- factors. What can Ware malt factors prove, 
but that they ſell 5s. per quarter higher than the 
Weſt-Country malt-faftors? but they, nor any 
one elſe, ever yet could charge Mr. A 
| with ſending in Ware-malt to the King's brew- 
houſe ; and one thing further, I believe, he never 
will put it in their power fo to do, unleſs any 
parcel ſhould want re-drying : but it was certain- 
ly very political in him to tell them he had let- 
ters, left if he had hinted they were in town every 
Friday, the C might have been preſſed to 
enquire of them in perſon. To be ſure he has 
not ſent in any malt made in the vicinity of Lon- 
don, but a pretty good quantity of Berkſhire 
blown brown and amber malts to mix off his raw, 
ſlack- dried pale, from Suffolk or Bridlington ; as 
a proof of which, I will give you one out of a 
great number of inſtances, which would take up 
too much of your paper; the inſtance I mean is 
Sir B—n T n, an eminent porter-brewer, 
bought a very large parcel of malt of Mr. A 3 
but when his lighterman had taken a ſmall part 
out of the ſhip, he found they were ſo inferior to 
what they were ſold for, that they would not ſuit 
D 2 his 
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his employer, and would not take any more, 
Mr. A, not being able to find a cuſtomer fq 


them, had them ſcreened on board the ſhip, and 


ſent them to the King's brew-houle as his laſt re. 
ſource, Thus, Sir, does he comply with his 
declaration in the latter part of the laſt- mentioned 


letter, © nothing would ever induce me to ſupply 


a commodity inferior to the beſt; and more 
than a common commiſſion I never wiſh to gain,” 
has been ſufficiently explained already by the 
prices before ſtated ; notwithſtanding which, the 
C——— were ſo infatuated, in February laſt, 
to inform the Ls of the A-, © that by 
paying ready money for their purchaſes, they 
ſecured the fineſt and beſt grain on the moſt 
advantageous terms.“ It is true, they pay Mr, 
A ready money for all the grain he purchaſes; 
and it is equally true, that, except in a very fey 
inſtances, Mr. A takes a month's credit for 
wheat and peaſe, and from ſix weeks to three 
months for malt; beſides, it is well known, on 
the deceaſe of a late malt- factor, Mr. A 
applied to many of his correſpondents in Berk- 
ſhire, remarkable for making inferior malt, for 
their commiſſion, (without the leaſt regard to 
the family connections, for whom the buſineſs was 
intended) in which he ſucceeded, and has received 
many parcels; but Mr. A may challenge any 
perſon to ſay they bought any of them, as they 
will anſwer to him a better purpoſe, as before- 

mentioned. 
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mentioned. If the above particulars were to be 
ſeriouſly inveſtigated in the Houſe of Commons, 
the facts would be eaſily proved, by making the 
of V produce their books, 
and the malt- factors theirs, to prove the price 
Mr. A — bought at; alſo his lighterman to 
produce his book, to prove where they were de- 
liyered; which would diſcover ſuch a compli- 
cated ſcene of chicanery, not to ſay worſe, that 
was ever brought to light; and at a time like 
this, when the navy 1s ſo large, would be the 
means of ſaving unaccountable ſums of the pub- 
lic money, and bring the diſgrace and puniſh- 
ment ſo juſtly merited by thoſe who are paid 
large ſalaries, to be careful in the expenditure of 
the money they ſo laviſhly ſquander away. The 
names of the factors and lightermen, &c. ſhall 
be left with the Printer of the paper, if deſired 
by any Member of the Houſe of Commons, de- 
ſirous of moving an enquiry in the Houſe, I 
ſhall, at a future time, give you an account of 
the wheat and peaſe ; alſo of a late purchaſe of a 
water-mill at Rotherhithe, which will lead to fur- 
ther particulars, 


SCOURGE. 


In the beginning of January, 1780, the 
of advertiſed in the Daily Advertiſer, for 
the author of the letter above-mentioned, to at- 
tend at their board any day that was convenient 


to him, to authenticate the charges contained in 
laid letter. 


Dec. 30, 1779. For 
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For the General Advertiſer, &c. 
„ 


GENTLEMEN, 


N yeſterday's Daily Advertiſer, I obſerve you 

requeſt the author of the letter ſigned Scourge, 
in this paper of the goth paſt, to attend at your 
B— d, to authenticate the charges therein con- 
tained. I would ſuggeſt to you, that the prin- 
cipal charges contained in the letter before- men- 
tioned, are laid againſt you for wilfully paying 
extravagant prices for malt, &c. when you have 
had offers conſiderably lower. 

It 1s contrary to the cuſtom of this country, 
that accuſed parties ſhould be the judges in their 
own cauſe; for that reaſon, I thus publicly beg 
leave to decline the honour. you intend me by 
viſiting you. I cannot ſee any one good end it 
can anſwer ; however, I hereby inform you, that 
I am ready, and that it would give me great 
pleaſure, to have an opportunity of authenti- 
cating the charges in the above letter before the 
Houſe of Commons, or the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty. Your ſuffering your officers to be in- 
fulted by Mr. A n in your preſence, for 
doing their duty, by refuſing wheat that is not 
ft for his Majeſty's ervice, is another charge 

which 
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which perhaps you alſo wiſh to have authenti- 
cated to the public, though one inſtance of which 
happened only a few days ago. One point would 
be gained by you, were I to attend you, which 
is, that of knowing the perſon who dare to expoſe 
your ſhameful tranſactions; and I have not a 
doubt of your taking every opportunity of op- 
preſſing him, by every means in your power ; 
but if you are deſirous. of an explanation of any 
particular charge, and will inſert it in this paper, 
I will endeavour to give you every conſiſtent ſa- 
tisfaction concerning it, otherwiſe ſhall take no 
further notice of your advertiſement, but con- 
tinue, as opportunity offers, to expoſe ſame more 


of your private agreements with Mr. A -N 
for grain, under my old ſignature 
SCOURGE. 


i. 


To the Printer of the General Advertiſer, &c. 


SIR, 

N my third letter on the Malt Contract, in- 

ſerted in your's of the zoth of December laſt, 
I promiſed you a further account of the prices 
which the Commiſſioners of Victualling were 
paying their Factor for grain, (and which, at the 
requeſt of ſeyeral Gentlemen who intended lay- 
ing that extravagant expenditure before the Floufe 
of Commons, I was induced to defer) and the 


fate Mr. Burke's bills met, fully ſatisfied _— 
that 
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that it would be uſeleſs to complain to that 
Houſe, that had paid ſo little attention to ſo noble 
a plan as that great orator had laid before them ; 
but as a new Parliament will meet very ſhortly, 
it is to be hoped that a general reformation will 
take place in thoſe departments that have been 
ſo long waſting the public money, by wilfully 
Paying extravagant prices to enrich individuals, 
The Commiſſioners Factor being a Member of 
the enſuing Parliament, there cannot be a doubt 
but he will uſe his utmoſt endeavours to prevent 
an enquiry; and aſſure the Houſe, that on his 
honour and reputation, the V— B — are 
ſupplied with the fineſt and beſt grain, on the 
moſt advantageous terms ; at the ſame time, by a 
circular letter ſent throughout all the corn coun- 
ties in England, he is holding out the golden 
| bait to the merchants, farmers, &c. of the ſoli- 
dity. of his real fortune, and the power he has to 
diſpoſe of their conſignments for their advantage; 
with the additional allurement of his being Corn- 
factor to the Victualling Board, and alſo Member 
of Parliament, as may be ſeen by the letter be- 
fore-mentioned, of which the following is a 


8 r YT. 


London, Sept. 29, 1780. 


SIR, 
As the ſeaſon for the corn trade is now at hand, 


and Mr. Nelſon, your late factor, being quite 
= out 


bi 
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ut of the buſineſs, I am willing to flatter my- 
if, that a tender of my ſervices may net be 
unacceptable to you ; eſpecially as I may, with- 
out vanity, ſay, the ſolidity of my real fortune, 
well as the extenſiveneſs of my capital, and of 
my concerns in every ſpecies of grain as a factor, I 
cannot fail (on the fulleſt enquiry that you may 
Ibe pleaſed to make either in London, or of any 
of my correſpondents in the country) to give you 
entire ſatisfaction reſpecting the ſafety of your 
Iproperty, and the power I have to diſpoſe of your 
C confienments on the beſt terms for your advantage. 

| It is upon thoſe principles only that I preſume 
to trouble you with this addreſs, and alſo to hand 
you the preſent ſtate of our market. Should you 
give me the pleaſure to hear from you, I will beg 
the favour of you (as I have the honour to be 
| Cornfafleor to his Majeſty's Victualling- Board) to 
| write agreeable to the inclgſed directions. 


I am, reſpectfully, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


CHRISTOPHER ATKINSON, 


The incloſed directions were as under: 


To Chriſtopher Atkinſon, Eſq; 
: Vicualling-Office, 
M. P. London, 


E The 
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The effrontery and vanity of the above letter, 
cannot be compared to any thing ſo aptly as to the 
hand-bills of quack-doctors, who, like him, ng 
only hold out their own golden pills as the moſt 
ſovereign remedy againſt all diſorders, but en- 
deavour obliquely to throw reflections on all the 
reſt of the faculty, and generally give a caution 


to beware of Quacks ; the author therefore juſtl 


merits the appellation of Doctor of the Corn. 
Merchants. 

Any perſon paying attention to the facts ſtated 
in my third letter on the malt contract before 
mentioned, cannot doubt of his power to diſpoſe 
of their conſignments on very advantageous 
terms; but if they will alſo pay attention to my 
firſt letter of March 10, 1779, which informs you, 
that he was made Cornfactor to the Victualling- 
Board, to repay his expences when he ſtood * can- 


didate for a borough in Yorkſhire, will not exped 


to receive much benefit from his great power to 
diſpoſe of their confignments on ſuch advan- 
tageous terms. When he was firſt appointed fac- 
tor, he informed his correſpondents that he had 
got into a golden channel; but I do not find that 
his correſpondents have received any extraordinary 
advantages from it. 


* If Mr. A ſhould publickly deny that to be the 
reaſon of his appointment, under his own hand, there ſhall be 
left an affidavit with the Printer, that it was aſſerted ſo to be by 
a ecnnettion of his own. 


I ] beg 
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beg leave, Mr. Parker, to inform you, that 
I ſhall, in a ſhort time, revive my correſpondence 
with you, concerning the prices they have paid for 
grain, notwithſtanding the alteration the Com- 
miſnoners have introduced with relation to mak- 
ing out their bills, to prevent, as much as in their 
power, the public from diſcovering the prices they 
ae paying for grain. 

SCUURGTE 

08. 18, 1780, 


— er * * 9 — — — 


7 the Printer of the General Advertiſer, &c. 


SIR), 


IT H great attention, and equal ſatisfac- 
tion, I peruſed in your paper of the 18th 
paſt, a letter ſigned Scourge. Every honeſt man 
will join him in his wiſhes, that, at the meeting 


of the enſuing parliament, an enquiry may be 
made in every public department with reſpect to 
| abuſes in the expenditure of the public money, (if 
ſuch abuſes exiſt) in order that a reformation may 


enſue, 
It is, in my humble opinion, the duty of every 


man to uſe his endeavours to promote the before- 


mentioned enquiry, as wiſhes alone are of little 
avail; and to publiſh any unfair tranſactions of 


the Commiſſioners of any Board that may be 
within his knowledge, whether it be either to 


E 2 enrich 
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enrich individuals, or to repay the election ea 
pences of any unſucceſsful candidate, as hinteg 
by your correſpondent Scourge : It will then yy, 
pear to the impartial Members of the Houſe 0 
Commons, that the complaints under the different 
ſignatures were not without foundation, and be tt: 
greateſt inducement to them to enter upon a 
enquiry. 

There are ſome Gentlemen who, notwithſtand. 
ing that they have declared their knowledge d 
unfair tranſactions in the purchaſes made by the 
Commiſſioners of a certain Board, may, through 
Intereſt or fear, now remain ſilent: But I beg 
leave to inform thoſe Gentlemen, that if an en. 
quiry ſhould take place, ſuch abuſes will not re. 
main unnoticed, There are others equally wel 
informed, whoſe fortune and ſpirit will (I hope) 
ſet them above either intereſt or fear ; and there 
fore I expect their aſſiſtance. 

But, Sir, however that may be, I ſhall conti. 
bute my mite, unintimidated either by the threats 
held out by a Mr. A n, (the Doctor Gra- bun 
of the corn merchants, for the galled jade vil 
wince) or by my late narrow, though fortunate 
eſcape from a villainous conſpiracy againſt my 
life, owing, it is generally believed, to my hav- 
ing ſpoken ſacts freely; the malignant recollec- 
tion of which, perhaps, inſpired my enemies with 
a determination to embrace the opportunity of- 


fered by the troubles of the times, for conveni- 
ently 
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ently putting me out of the way. It is a fact, that 
the concealment of the dark aſſaſſin, who ſtruck, 
with his anonymous letter, at my reputation, my li- 
berty, and my life, is equal to protection. A 
man more naturally ſuſpicious than myſelf, would 
aſk, whether he had not been rewarded, and told 
to lie jn ambuſh for ſome future ſimilar occaſion ? 
I will not, Sir, at preſent, treſpaſs any more on 
your paper; but in a day or two I ſhall ſend my 
firſt letter, to inform you of ſome purchaſes of 
malt, &c. (made by the Commiſſioners of Victu- 
alling) that eicher come within my own know- 
ledge, or ſo properly authenticated, that J may aſ- 
ſert them for facts under the ſignature 


WILLIAM BENNETT, 
Camberwell, OA. 24, 1780, | 


— — — — 
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To the Editor of the General Advertiſer, &c. 


SIR, 
HEN I wrote you on the 24th of October, 
I intended to inform you of every par- 
ticular reſpecting the prices paid by the Com- 
miſſioners of Victualling for Grain (it being a 
public Board, and of courſe any unfair expendi- 
ture ſhould be known to the public) through 


whatever channel it might come to my hands, 
if 
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if authenticated. I have ſince been induced to 
confine the intended information to a narrower 
compaſs, not, Sir, from any dread from the 
threats Mr. Atkinſon makes uſe of againſt me, 
as I treat them as the effuſions of an angry. mind; 
it is, Sir, in conſequence of a repreſentation of 
ſome friends, ſetting forth the critical ſituation 
ſome gentlemen of the Victualling Office would 
be in, were to perſevere in my firſt 1 intenti6n from 
ſuſpicions (often entertained by guilty minds) 
that they have been too communicatiye, by which 
means their tranſactions are made public; that I 
am informed, was the caſe when you publiſhed 
the letter ſigned Scourge, there being ſeveral 
removed or Siſcharged. | 

As many of the charges in the different letters 
ſigned Scourge are tranſactions within my own 
Knowledge, I ſhall in this, and other letters, no- 
tice them, and afterwards ſome tranſactions not 
yet publickly noticed. 

Scourge ſays, in his letter, March 10, 1779, 
he vigilance of the officer for receiving malt 
into the King's ſtores, was baffled by ſome means 
or other, when he received ſo many hundred 
quarters of re-dried malt.” To declare that 1 
am entirely unacquainted with that tranſaction, 
would be to aſſert a direct falſehood; but an in- 
veſtigation into the particulars, I think proper to 
be reſerved for another place, or at leaſt a future 
time. 


In 
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In the 3d letter, ſigned Scourge, Dec. Joth 
following, he charges the Commiſſioners of Vic- 
tualling with paying extravagant prices for malt. 
In my next I will prove that they wilfully paid 
ſeveral ſhillings per quarter more for malt, than 
they were offered at by myſelf and others. At 
preſent I mean to let you underſtand, that Mr. 
Atkinſon was not a contractor, but employed as 
factor; therefore, the general anſwer, when ap- 
plications were made to ſell them malt (that now 
is at preſent wanting) was only an evaſion, as 
Mr. A. being only factor, they could have ſtopt 
him from delivering any more, when they found 
they could be ſupplied cheaper. To prove that 
they looked on Mr. Atkinſon as a factor only, 
they, in their letter to the Lords of the Admiral- 
ty, ſay, © we employed Mr. Chriſtopher At- 
kinſon, an eminent cornfactor, &c. allowing him 
the common commiſſion of ſix-pence per quarter, 
as is uſual with merchants when they purchaſe 
grain.“ Again, they ſay, “ by paying ready 
money for all our purchaſes, we have ſecured the 
fineſt and beſt grain, on the moſt advantageous 
terms,” Thus far, I hope, I have proved him 
to be a factor. | 
I would with to inform you, Sir, that in May, 
1778, Mr. Atkinſon charged for a very great 
quantity of malt, ſent to the King's Brewhouſe, 
26s. 6d. per quarter (not to notice the great 
quantity delivered the beginning of the ſame 
| month, 
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month, at 37s. 3d.) diſcount being at about 8 


per cent. and 1-8th commiſſion comes to 3s, 2d, 
per quarter commiſſion for purchaſing malt, 6d, 


meetage, and porterage 4d. lighterage 3d. in all, 


ſuppoſing Mr. Atkinſon not to have ready mo- 
ney, 48. 3d. which, deducted from 36s. 6d. per 
quarter, leaves neat for Mr. Atkinſon's corte- 


ſpondent in the country, 32s. 3d. Need we then 


to wonder at the boaſt he makes of the extenſive. 
neſs of his concerns as a factor, and the power 
he has to diſpoſe of conſignments in ſuch advan- 
tageous terms, when he had it in his power to 
ſend a price ſo far ſuperior to that of any other 
factor? I will challenge any factor that had the 
moſt curious parcel of malt * from the country, 
to ſell it at market for more than 308. per quar- 
ter, and then there muſt be the commiſſion to 
deduct. An account of ſome malt purchaſed in 
London, and ſent to the King's Brewhouſe, at 
that time, with reſpect to price and quality, 
ſhall be the ſubject of my next, 


I am, SIR, 
Your's, &c. | 
| WM. BENNETT. 
Camberwell, Nov. 4, 1780. 4 
[ 


 * Pleaſe to obſerve, Mr. Atkinſon declared, in his letter to 
the Lords of the Admiralty, that the contracts had been chiefly 


ſupplied with malt made in the vicinity of London, which 
| | was 
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7 the Editor of the General Advertiſer, &c. 
SI R, 
NOME gentlemen have taken upon them- 
8 ſelves to declare, that, in my letter inſerted 
in your paper of Monday laſt, I had either wil- 
fully or ignorantly omitted to allow for freight 
and infurance for the malts therein alluded to, 
to Portſmouth and Plymouth, (at one of which 
places they were delivered) which at the time 
mentioned was very high. That weak evaſion 
Mr, Atkinſon uſed without ſucceſs on the appear- 
ance of the letter ſigned Scourge, 3oth Decem- 
| ber, 1779 ; but leſt ſo great a falſity ſhould gain 
further credit, I thus publicly declare, that the 
| malt mentioned therein was delivered to the 
| King's brewhouſe, at St. Catherine's, London, 
and that there were no other legal deductions 
from 36s. 6d, per quarter, than thoſe therein 
inſerted, I only thought to prove, that the old 
proverb was verified by Mr. Atkinſon, That no 
man can ſerve two maſters: But ſhould his 
friends perſevere in aſſerting falſities by way of 
evaſion, they may render it neceſſary for me to 
aſſert more than I otherwiſe am deſirous of 
doing, _ | 
MF: WILLIAM BENNETT. 


was a fort, in his apprehenſion, very ill ſuited for his Ma- 
jelty's ſervice ; therefore, in this letter I do not charge Mr. 
Atkinſon with ſending in any malt at that time made at a 
place he had before objected to. 

F To 


| 
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To the Editor of the General Advertiſer, Se. 


\H E ſtrenuous advocates of Mr. Atkinſon 
meanly continuing their uſual mode of pri. 
vately aſſerting the moſt barefaced falſities, as the 


readieſt method of their gaining credit, and the 


leaſt ſubject to contradiction, I would inform 
thoſe Gentlemen, that as they have not thought 
proper to indulge me, by publiſhing their ce- 


fence, I muſt be under the neceſſity of anſwering 


the one excuſe they have ſpoken of (among: 
number) with ſuch confidence. They allow M. 
Atkinſon did receive 36s. 6d. per quarter in Ma 
1778, as ſet forth by me; but they ſay, “ although 
Mr. Atkinſon was employed as a factor by the 


Vitualling Board at that time, yet the malt then 


ſent in was the remains, of an old ſtanding con- 
tract.” If thoſe Gentlemen's memories are not 
very treacherous, they muſt recolle& that Nr. 


Atkinſon has frequently declared he never wa 


under contract with the Victualling Board ; and! 
will take an extract from his letter to the Lords of 
the Admiralty, of November 1776, which will they 
he therein utterly diſclaimed contracts. He lays, 
the affidavits of the time when the malt was made, 
precludes the principal factors from giving thoſe 
contracts any attention. He again ſays, Mr. Ray- 
3 mand, 


* 
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mond, the brewer, procured with great facility 
the neceſſary quantities of malt at the Corn Mar- 
ket, ar the common market prices, and of a 
quality ſuperior to any that has been received at 
the King's brewhouſe by the uſual mode of con- 
tracts, He goes on further thus, therefore the 
contracts have been chiefly ſupplied with meat 
made in the vicinity of London. | 
beg, Sir, to inform you, that the Commit- 
foners have not yet cauſed Mr. Atkinſon to ſwear 
ether to quality or time when made. The above 
extracts will ſatisfy, that the affertion of the malt 
delivered being the remains of an old ſtanding 
contract, to be a frivolous evaſion; and to pro- 
ceed further, you'll pleafe ro obſerve the latter 
end of May, when I ſay Mr. Atkinſon charged 
368. 69. per quarter, I ſent a' fample to the 
Victualling Board of malts, that J offered to be 
delivered at 348. 5d. per quarter, and a ſample of 
malts Mr. Atkinſon was then delivering to the 
King's brewhouſe, to ſhew the ſuperior quality of 
the malts J offered them: one of the Commiſſion- 
ers (after I had undergone a long examination 
with reſpect to malt) ſaid he thought it would be 
juſt to let me make a trial by ſending in one thouſand 
querters, for having, as he termed it, open their 
eyes with reſpect to purchaſing that article; but as 
It would take up too much of your paper to inform 
you of the methods ſome other of the Commiſſion- 
ers took to prevent my ſending any in, I muſt 
F 2 neceſſarily 
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neceſſarily defer it to the next opportunity ; hy 
beg leave to inform you (as a corroborating cir, 
cumſtance, that the malt was not on account 9 
any old contract) that a few days after that M. 
Atkinſon, in conſequence of my examinatic, 
ſent a letter to the Victualling Board, of which the 
following are extracts: I flatter myſelf the bil 
of parcels I had the honour to deliver to you the 
other day, would fully evince I have not had mor 
than a bare market price for the malt I furniſhe 
government with,” —Again, *© Nothing ſhall ext 
induce me to ſupply a commodity inferior to th 
beſt, and more than a fair common commiſſion] 
never wiſh to gain.” Give me leave to aſk, whe. 
ther the firſt extract is like the language of a Con- 
tractor, when he ſpeaks of bills of parcels, or the 
aſſurance he gives in the laſt, of never wiſhing to 
pain more than a fair common commiſſion? Ty 
both which I will endeavour to reply. Firſt then, 
what kind of bills of parcels he delivered, or hoy 
procured, I will not pretend to ſay, I ventur 
to aſſert, that while he was charging, in Mar 
preceding, 37s. 3d. he was buying a conſiderable WM 
quantity at 268. 6d. and 27s. and in April k 
charged 36s. 6d. and bought a great quantity x 
27s. I ſhall therefore take the laſt account, & 
leaving the leaſt profit, and ſee how he has bet! 
content with a fair common commiſſion. Tit 
malt at 27s. per quarter, lighterage 3d. porteragt 
and meetage 4d. commiſſion for buying 64. di. 

count 


CT Þ Þ 
count and commiſſion at 8 1-8th at moſt, makes 
in the whole under 31s. per quarter; I think that 
is a pretty decent commiſſion : and, by the ſame 
rule, will ſhew he could give proofs, in the 
country, of his power to diſpoſe of conſignments 
on advantageous terms; neither will the extenſive- 
neſs of his capital, of which he boaſts, be any 
matter of wonder, when I inform you, that he re- 
ceives ready money, and for very conſiderable 
quantities of malt, takes ſometimes ſix weeks, 
often two months, and I might go farther, but 
ſhall, as before mentioned, write you the firſt 


opportunity. 
I remain, Sir, 


Your humble ſervant, 


WM. BENNETT. 
Camberwell, Nov, 18, 1778. | 


To the Printer of the General Advertiſer, Ce. 


S IR, 


N my letter of the 20th of laſt month, I pro- 
miſed to give you an account of the methods 
uſed by ſome of the Commiſſioners of Victualling, 

to prevent me from ſending any malt to the King's 
brewhouſe, notwithſtanding their ſeeming acqui- 

eſcence 


1 * 4 

ene with the propoſal of the other Commir. 
ſioner, that I ſhould ſend them in a thouſand 
quarters by way of trial. An objection was made 
by one of the Commiſſioners, (Capt. Kirke, ) who 
remarked, that my declaration, in my letter, that 
the malt I offered them vas, notwithſtanding the 
inferiority of the price, ſuperior to that then de- 
Ivering by Mr. Atkinſon, ought to be conſtrued 
as an affront to their Board. This gentleman alſo 
inſiſted on my declaring how I knew the price 
they were paying, and who made me a judge of 
the quality of malt. I then informed him, that 
I obtained my knowledge of the quality of malt 
by being brought up to the buſineſs ; and that it 
was impoſſible to keep the price ſecret, while Mr. 
Atkinſon's bills were ſold publicly. When I had 
thus ſettled the firſt objection, Mr. Kirke ſtarted 
a freſh one, alledging, that perhaps I might not 
ſend in the malt to their time, which would prove 
the means of putting by a brewing-day, and be a 
great loſs and inconvenience. I immediately 
obviated that difficulty, by offering any ſecurity 
they might chuſe, to the amount of 2000). for 
my punctual delivery of the malt, both in point 
of time and quality. Another Commiſſioner 
(Mr. Bates) then faid he had no objection to my 
ſending in a thouſand quarters; but their fores 
being at that time full, they could not receive 
them: That aſſertion being falſe, Mr. Raymond, 

oa Reg brewer, ſet him right, by telling him, 
| there 
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there was only malt enough in ſtore to ſerve a 
| fortnight. Mr. Bates then ſaid, © Mr. Bennett, 
zou ſhall: bear from us in a fortnight, when it will 
be convenient to receive ſome.” Not hearing from 
them as they had promiſed, and being informed 
that they had given Mr. Atkinſon orders to fend 
in a thouſand quarters, I wrote to them again, 
offering to deliver a thouſand quarters at 338. 1d. 
In conſequence of that letter, I was ordered to 
attend the next Board-day. [I ſhall now inform 
you, that on the day of writing the laft-mentioned 
letter, I compleated a contract I had made with 
them for a thouſand quarters of peaſe, which were 


all received by the proper officer appointed for 
the inſpection and receipt of ſtores, they being 


good and ſufficient for his Majeſty's ſervice, and 
anſwerable to my contract: /o:ſaid his certificate:] 
I attended the Board according to order, and as 
ſoon as I was admitted, was told my peaſe was 
bad, and that I muſt take them away. I replied 
that they were not bad, and that I wiſhed they 
would have them tried. Capt. Kirke ſnewed me 


ſome that were tried, and then aſked what 1 


thought of them. My anſwer was, that I faw no 
reaſon to alter my opinion, and was fatisfied they 
were good. He then ſaid it was a damn'd ye. 1 
obſerved that this was ungentleman- like behavi- 
our, for that as I did not want to take any advan+ 
tage from their having been received into their 


n. I was willing to refer, for a deciſion aa 


their 
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| | their. quality to three or five cornfactors, all of tun 
+ whom ſhould be of their own appointing, provid- ] 
| 4 ed they would not have Mr, Atkinſon as one, 
nes Mr. Kirke then told me the. cornfactors were not 
| judges of the quality of peaſe, and that as I had 
troubled myſelf reſpetting the malt Mr. Atkinſon was 
delivering, 1 ſhould take back the peaſe that was not 
terfering with the malt buſineſs again. I took 190 
quarters of the peaſe, which were afterwards tried 
by many perſons, acknowledged judges, who not 
only approved of them as goon pee but —_ 
ſome of them. 
Thus, Sir, was 1 treated by the Mt eien 
| rake heinous guilt, of proving to them, that they 
bad been and were paying extravagant. prices for 
grain (not knowing at that time, the reaſon of 
Mr. Atkinſon's appointment); yet, although 1 
took thoſe good peaſe away, by the expreſs com- 
mand oi the Commiſſioners, in a ſhort time after, 
when the ſame officer, who accepted my  peaſe, 
refuſed a barge of peaſe containing about 160 
quarters and three buſhels, as being almoſt de- 
ſtroyed by worms and ſtinking, the Commiſſion- 
ers obliged him to receive them into their ſtores; 
and I had ſome peaſe, which they were ſelling 
out of the condemned ſtores at a very low price, 
that would have required ſome judgment to have 
diſtinguiſhed one from the other. Pardon this 
digreſſion from the malt buſineſs, to Which, leav- 
15405 ing 
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ing wheat, grots, bran, &c. till another oppor- 
tunity, I now return. 

It is neceſſary to refer to ſome extracts of let- 
ters, viz. from Mr. Atkinſon, and from the Com- 
miſſioners to the Lords of the Admiralty; and 
from Mr. Atkinſon to the Commiſſioners of the 
Victualling; which, if contraſted with what has 
been ſet forth, will prove that Mr. Atkinſon's 
appointment, as cornfactor to the Victualling 
Board, originated entirely from a ſtring of falſe- 
hoods. I have no doubt of being joined by many 
in opinion, that it were a pity but another kind 
of a fring (I mean, of facts that are already puh- 
liſhed, or intended fo to be) ſhould, by bearing @ 
proper weight, prevent ſuch extravagant charges 
being made in future for grain, by removing him 
from the eminence on which he ſtands. In the 
firſt extract, Mr. Atkinſon ſays, © the contracts 
« were chiefly ſupplied with malt made in the 
« yicinity of London, which is a ſort, in his ap- 
e prehenſion, very ill ſuited to his Majeſty's ſer- 
e vice.” It is a known fact, that Mr. Atkinſon 
purchaſes great quantities of thoſe malts he pre- 
tends to deſpiſe. Therefore, Sir, to ſhew it was 
a direct falſhood, I aſſert, that when Mr. Atkin- 
ſon has a conſiderable quantity of ordinary Weſt- 
Country malt, that is too barefaced to ſend by it- 
ſelf when he is ſhipping any to the King's brew- 
houſe in the out- ports, he. ſends about an equal 
quantity of thoſe malts that he ſays are ſo ill- ſuited 

G to 
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to his Majeſty's ſervice, which are ſhot into the 
| ſhip with the others to prevent their being ob- 
ſerved. This is a fact, which I defy Mr. Atkin. 
ſcn and all his dependants to refute. How then 
does he comply with the laſt extract alluded to in 
his letter to the Commiſſioners, viz. *©* Nothing 
« ſhall ever induce me to ſupply a commodity 
« inferior to the beſt ?” The laſt extract is from 
a letter which the Commiſſioners of Victualling 
ſent to the Lords of the Admiralty, after they had 
acknowledged the truth of my obſervation, that 
they had been and were paying extravagant prices 
for malt. They ſay, by paying ready money 
for all our purchaſes, we have ſecured the fineſt 
and beſt grain on the moſt advantageous terms,” 
The text 1s ſufficiently explicit; and the broad 
falſity of the aſſertion, removes the leaſt occaſion 

for a comment. 
A farce has been performed, by virtue of the 
powers delegated to Mr. Atkinton, in which Mr. 
Thiſtlewood (a partner in the flour trade with | 
| the former irreproachable gentleman) was the Bl | 
| 


| chief of the Dramatis Perſone. Frequent repre- 
ſentations of this contemptible piece may convert 
it into a tragedy; or to drop the metaphor, the 
practice will be attended with the moſt ſerious 
conſequences to the poor. I deſigned giving you 
the particulars in this letter, but was prevented 
by the return of the fale of wheat at Bear-key 


market coming too late to hand. A knowledge 
| | of 


\ 


19 1 


of your readineſs to aſſiſt the indigent, and to ex- 
poſe. villainy in whatever ſtation it may be found, 
will induce me to write to you on the ſubject as 
ſoon as poſſible, when I can have no doubt of 
finding my letter immediately inſerted, 


I am, Sir, 
Your humble ſervant, 


| W. BENNETT, 
Camberwell, Dec. 5, 1780. | 


by "_— I” * . — — 


Jo the Printer of the General Advertiſer, Ge. 


SIR, 


HAT I have deferred until this day my 
anſwer to your correſpondent of Wedneſ- 

day the 20th paſt, who calls upon me to account 
for the exceſſive price of bread, will not, I hope, 
be attributed to any intentional neglect, but to 
its true cauſe, an abſolute want of time to make 
the neceſſary enquiries. I now acquaint him, 
from the information I have received, that it 
appears that the high price of bread 1s not ow- 
ng to a ſcarcity of wheat, nor do the late ad- 
vances 1n that article reſult from its being kept 
back by the farmers, as has erroneouſly been * 
ſtated, There is too juſt a reaſon to believe, that 
G 2 it 
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it originates from the power with which Mr. At. 
kinſon is inveſted, as the purchaſer of wheat fo 
government; and under the cover of which he 
can raiſe the price of that article whenſoever 
which, perhaps, is not ſeldom) it appears ſuit- 
able to his intereſt. | 
Mr. Atkinſon and the Commiſſioners of Vie. 
tualling boaſt, (if a reliance can be placed on the 
declarations of their dependants) that as I am not 
a perſon of either fortune or conſequence with 
the Lords of the Admiralty, no paſſages, hoy- 
ever poſitively advanced in any of my letters, 
whether already inſerted, or hereafter deſigned 
for the appearance in your paper, can operate ſv 
powerfully, as to obtain an enquiry in the Houſe 
of Commons, I conſider their declaration as an 
inſult to the Houſe, of which this worthy gen- 
tleman is a member; and fo far am I from pay- 
ing the leaſt deference to their opinions, that 
my leiſure hours (of which few only fall to 
my ſhare) are employed in drawing up a 
conciſe a ſtate as poſſible of my charges againſ 
them; and I dare pledge myſelf to the ho- 
nourable Houſe to prove, by the moſt indiſput- 
able evidence (under their protection) that the 
public money has been wilfully laviſhed, to ſerve 
Mr. Atkinſon by the Commiſſioners of Victual- 
ling. 
This was the purport of my letters ; and this, 
if I ſhould be honoured with a premiſſion to ap- 
2 pear 
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pear before the Houſe of Commons, ſhall be the 
purport of my verbal declaration. 

Sir, there is a power inveſted in the Chief Ma- 
giſtrate of the city to appoint meal-weighers, who 
are to take an account from the factors of the 
quantity of wheat they have ſold; to ſet down 
the price, and to mention the names of the re- 
ſpective purchaſers. Having examined the re- 
turns from November t, to the expiration of the 
enſuing five weeks, I perceived that Mr. Atkin- 
ſon had returned only twenty quarters as fold by 
him. I muſt confeſs this circumſtance amazed 
me, I referred to the Meters books, and even 
without having time to inſpect above half of them, 
diſcovered that Mr. Atkinſon was therein entered 
factor for 2500 quarters, and the whole of theſe 
quarters (except about 20) appeared to have been 
delivered to his own lightermen. The reaſon of 
his concealing the price and purchaſer is obvious. 

I have applied to the Lord-Mayor, to requeſt 
him to put his power in force, that iuch con- 
cealments may no longer add to his (Mr. A.'s) 
purſe, at the expence of the poor, 


I am, Mr, Parker, 
Your humble ſervant, 


Wu. BENNET. 
Dec. 7, 1780. 


To 
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To the Printer of the General Advertiſer, &c. 


S I R, 


OME Gentlemen having obſerved, that my 
aſſertions in my laſt letter were erroneous, 
and that the Lord-Mayor had no power to cauſe 
the factors to give the meal-weighers the names 
of the reſpective purchaſers of wheat; I, from an 
anxious ſolicitude to correct my miſtakes, refer- 
red to an Act of Parliament for regulating the aſ- 
ſize of bread ; which mentions, © That, upon 
requeſt of the meal-weighers to the buyers and 
ſellers of wheat, meal, and flour, they are to give 
them a true account reſpecting thoſe articles; 
and upon conviction of refuſal, or giving a falſe 
or colluſive account, to pay a penalty of fol. 
and that if the Lord-Mayor ſuſpects any fraud, 
within three days after the return, he may ſummon 
the buyer and ſeller, and examine them on oath, 
and a penalty of 10l. may be inflicted for neglect 
or refuſal to obey ſuch ſummonſes.” As I am 
not a lawyer, I will not attempt to diſpute the 
point with thoſe Gentlemen ; but having pointed 
out the words of the Act, leave every perſon to 
their own opinion reſpecting it: But can any 
thing be more abſurd, than for an Act to impower 
the Magiſtrate to ſummon and examine the pur- 
chaſer, and yet the ſeller not be obliged to diſ- 

| cloſe 
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cloſe his name? Suffice it to ſay, ſuch was the 
cuſtom of the corn-market during ſeveral late 
Mayoralties; and I throw myſelf on the candour 
of the impartial public, to excuſe any trifling er- 
ror I may make. 

I held to public view the ſhameful tranſaction. 
of Mr. Atkinſon and the Commiſſioners of Vic- 
tualling, from a conviction, that by theſe the 
public was injured. Theſe are the objects of 
public notice, public redreſs, and public puniſh- 
ment. , 

I intended to avoid perſonal invectives, and the 
mention of private tranſactions. That I have in- 
violably obſerved this rule, let all who have read 
my letters judge. I therefore beg leave to in- 
form Mr. Thiſtlewood (partner with Mr. Atkin- 
ſon) that when I made uſe of his name a ſhort 
time ſince in one of my letters, (which I find has 
given him ſo much offence) I expoſed his tranſ- 
actions in the purchaſing wheat for government. 
I ſhall continue this wholſome freedom whenever 
his actions deſerve it, by artfully raiſing that moſt 
neceſſary article of ſupport to the poor, for his 
own advantage. 

Mr. Atkinſon, at ſome times, by ſevere threats, 
endeavoured to deter me from proceeding with 
my letters; at other times, by detraction, perſonal 
invectives, and ſcurrility, to draw my attention to 
what might be more properly deemed a private 


quarrel, Both attempts, however, failed. Mr. 
Thiſtlewood 


— — — — 
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Thiſtlewood has now recourſe to the ſame un- 


worthy arts, and he may be aſſured of the ſame 
ſucceſs. I am determined to perſevere, until I am 
fully convinced that J have gained the point I aim 
at, an enquiry in the Houſe of Commons ; or that 
my labour has been loſt, and they ſuffered to pro- 


 ceed with impunity; I am thoroughly ſatisfied it 


would neither render the public ſervice or amule- 
ment to publiſh anecdotes, (a large quantity of 
which 1 am in poſſeſſion of) concerning the birth 
or private tranſactions of either of theſe irreproach- 
able characters. I therefore inform them, that I 
ſhall take no further notice of their ſcurrility, 
They ought to know, that when I meet with any 
perſonal inſult, I have a ſpirit to reſent it. 


I am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM BENNETT, 
Camberwell, 1ſt Fan. 1781. | 


Copy of a Letter addreſſed (as were many others) 
to a Member of the Houſe of Commons. 


Myr Lord, 


S the. honourable Houſe of Commons, of 
which you are, my Lord, a member, have 


the controlment of the public expenditure, 1 
humbly 


[ 43 1 
kuntbly beg leave to lay before you ſome infor- 
mation that I conceive may prove of the moſt eſ- 
ſential benefit to the community at large, when- 
ſoever the legiſlature ſhall condeſcend thoroughly 
to inveſtigate the particulars; | | 

The honourable the commiſſioners for victual- 
ling his Majeſty's navy, in a letter to the ſecre- 
tary to the Lords of the Admiralty, complain 
againſt the uſual mode of public contracts, and 
inform their lordſhips of the ſteps they had taken 
to remedy ſuch complaints. They ſay, „We 
« employed Mr. Chriſtopher Atkinſon, an emi- 
« nent Cornfactor, &c. allowing him the com- 
c mon commiſſion of ſix-pence per quarter, as is 
« uſual with merchants when they purchaſe grain; 
« and it is with the greateſt ſatisfaction we ac- 
« quaint you, for the information of their lord- 
« ſhips, that the plan has anſwered even beyond 
« our moſt ſanguine expectations; and by pay- 
ec ing ready money for all our purchaſes, we have 
© ſecured the fineſt and beſt grain on the moſt 
“ advantageous terms, and in every other reſpect 
« moſt for the ſervice of the crown.“ 

The above might have been written by the ho- 
nourable the commiſſioners, in conſequence of a 
letter they had received from Mr. Atkinſon, 
which contained che following aſſurance : * No- 
e thing ſhall ever induce me to ſupply a com- 
% modity inferior to the beſt, and more than 

H | « a fair 
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& a, fair common commiſſion I never wiſh to 
cc gain. 

In order to point out the injury the public re- 

ceive, it is neceſſary that I do myſelf the honour 
to acquaint your lordſhip, that although the com- 
miſſioners pay ready money for their purchaſes, 
the public are not benefited by it, as the factor 
turns it to his own advantage, by taking ſome- 
times fix weeks, at others three months credit, 
for the malt he purchaſes for government; and 
when the very fineſt ſhip malt, ſuch as he per 
letter recommended to the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty as the fitteſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, was 
ſelling at 29s. to 308. the additional charges of 
diſcount, commiſſion for purchaſing, lighterage, 
&c. amounting to 48. 3d. per quarter, makes 
345. 3d. per quarter; he charged for a great 
quantity 378. 3d. per quarter, and for ſome 
thouſand quarters 36s. 6d. but however extra- 
vagant theſe charges may appear, what muſt you 
think, my Lord, when I aſſert, that many of the 
malts delivered at that price and time, were 
bought at 278. per quarter, and ſome under. 

To enumerate the circumſtances within my 
knowledge, would exceed the bounds of a let- 
ter ; but I beg leave to acquaint your Lordſhip 
with one more fact reſpecting malt, that when- 


ever Mr. Atkinſon is ſhipping any malts for the 


ſtores at the out ports, they conſiſt of a mixture 
„ of 
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of nearly half of thoſe inferior malts before- men- 
tioned ; and when fine ſhip malt is ſcarce, he has 
recourſe to malt made in the vicinity of London, 


(which he in his letter before-mentioned to the. 


Lords of the Admiralty, declared was ill ſuited 
to his Majeſty's ſervice) to hide the faults of the 
Weſt Country malts ſhipped with them, 

In pub ic con racts, there were always affidavits 
and penalties to which every Contractor was 
obliged to ſubmit, to prevent any Malt of that in- 
ferior ſort being delivered, which have been en- 
tirely aboliſhed with reſpect to Mr. Atkinſon, and 
leave him at liberty to ſend malt of any quality 
without reſtraint. 

The wheat buſineſs has been managed with 
greater art, and has fallen a moſt oppreſſive bur- 
then on the poor in this metropolis ; and the ini- 
quity of the tranſactions will, upon examination, 
appear obvious, 

You will permit me, my Lord, to mention one 
circumſtance ; by an act of the 31ft year of his 
late Majeſty, every buyer and ſeller of wheat, 
meal, and flour, is to give to the meal-weighers 
a juſt account relative to thoſe articles bought 
by or for them, or ſold by or for them, publicly 
upon the Corn Market. Mr. Atkinſon, as fac- 
tor, receives many wheats of all ſorts for ſale, 
which he reſerves for the uſe of his Majeſty, 
therefore evades making any return of them to 

H 2 prevent 
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prevent detection in his price, which might be 
eaſily traced, provided a juſt return was made 
thereof; for although he appears as factor or cl. 
ler of 2500 quarters, per the meters books, he 
has only given a return of 20 quarters in five 
weeks. 

It would be endleſs to attempt in this an ex- 
planation of the whole of the miſconduct of the 
Commiſſioners, and Mr. Atkinſon, reſpecting 
every ſpecies of grain. May I preſume, my 
Lord, humbly to intreat your permiſſion to em- 
brace under your patronage, an opportunity of 
proving the charges I have advanced; which [ 
pledge myſelf to do, by the moſt indiſputable 
evidence (ſhould your Lordſhip honour me with 
admiſſion to your bar) otherwiſe I am willing 
patiently to ſubmit to ſuch puniſhment, the ho- 
nourable Houſe ſhall in their wiſdom think pro. 
per to inflict, | 
Should the charges be proved againſt Mr. At- 
kinſon, J have no doubt of its appearing obvi- 
ous to your Lordſhip, that the purchaſing grain 
for government, ought not to be intruſted to any 
perſon who has any concerns in the corn trade 
as factor or buyer, for himſelf or others, (ſhould 
you, my Lord, object to the former method of 
purchaſing by public contract under certain regu- 
lations) as it will be the means of preventing 
many unfair practices; and a great ſaving migit 

| | be 


WS 
be made, if inſtead of allowing commiſſion per 
quarter, a certain ſalary was fixed, 
I have the honour to be, 
With the moſt profound reſpect, 
| My Los, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
Moſt devoted humble ſervant, 


WM. BENNETT. 
Camberwell, Jan. 25, 1781. 
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To the Printer of the General Advertiſer, &c. 


SIR, 


HE weapons of my antagoniſts appear to 

1 have been manufactured for the humane 
purpoſe of cutting both ways. The firſt flaſh is 
for having dragged into open day what I repre- 
ſented as a, till that time, concealed mal-prac- 
tice; and the ſecond for having halted in my 


| progreſs to the detection of the miſconduct of 


the Commiſſioners of the Victualling-Office, and 


the little trifling errors (to ſpeak tenderly) of my 


moſt formidable opponent Mr. Chriſtopher At- 
kinſon, in his employment of buying every ſpe- 


cies of grain and flour; the latter of which in 


particular, 


[ 48 ] 
particular, I believe the public are now well con- 
vinced he has moſt virtuouſly performed. 

Anxious to clear myſelf from every imputa- 
tion of colluſion or ſeeming neglect, in a matter 
which I voluntary undertook, I beg leave to ſtate 
my cafe with candour, and leave the public im- 
partially to decide. 

Mr. Atkinſon having commenced an action 
againſt me for my former letters, inſerted in 
your. paper, and for the circular letter I ſent to 
the Members of the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, (requeſting their permiſſion to prove the 
charges I had advanced at their bar) I am ne- 
ceſſitated to reſerve the information I intended 
laying before your readers, as part of my defence 
on my trial ; till which time, I hope and flatter 
myſelf that every perſon will ſuſpend their judg- 
ment reſpecting me; more particularly, as I truſt 
that the late diſmiſſion or reſignation of that 
moſt irreproachable character (Mr. Atkinſon) as 
Cornfactor to the Victualling Board, will effec- 
tually prevent in future the practices of which! 
have heretofore complained. 


J am, Sir, 


Your very humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM BENNETT. 
Camberwell, Feb. 27, 1781. 


Js 
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To the Editor of the General Advertiſer, &c. 
SIR, 


[ Would not preſume to bring the following 


letter a ſecond time before a candid and in- 


dulgent public, but that many friends reſident 
in Yorkſhire, Norfolk, Suffolk, Eſſex, Oxford, 
and Berks, well acquainted with the diſtinguiſhed 
virtues of Chriſtopher Atkinſon, Eſq; had deſired 
to have printed copies of it; which I have been 
unable to procure, owing to the former impreſ- 
ſons having been rapidly ſold off. Theſe con- 
fiderations, added to the neceſſity of diſperſing 
an inconteſtible evidence of the futility of Mr, 
Atkinſon's aſſertion in his letters tent into the 
country, © that his character was totally cleared 
from any ſuſpicions which hung about it,” will, I 
flatter myſelf, apologize for the re-publication 
of truths, which perſecution may ſtrengthen, 
but never can invalidate; and which will appear 
upon the cleareſt evidence, whenever Mr. At- 
kinſon dare to ſubmit the ſuit he has commenced 
againſt me to the inveſtigation of a Jury. 


Jam, Sir, your humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM BENNETT. 
Camberwell, May 15, 1781, 


MY 


PI on 
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M former letters which you obligingly ad- 
mitted into your ſpirited and ſerviceable paper, 
related to the prodigal and wilful diſſipation of 
the public money, by the * Commiſſioners of 
Victualling, for the purpoſe of rendering the 
narrow circumſtances of Mr. Atkinſon; their 
Cornfactor, ſomewhat more comfortable, and 
equal to the plenitude of his public virtue and diſ- 
tinguiſhed underſtanding. To facilitate the ac- 
compliſhment of ſo laudable a deſign, they cha- 
ritably connived at the immenſe prices charged 
to them by the diſintereſted vendor, for the malt, 
grain, and other articles, with which he ſupplied 
the government. 

Neither the magnitude of the charge, nor the 
labour of proving it, nor the envenomed perſe- 
cution which generally attends an effort to bring 
the overgrown delinquents to the bar of juſtice, 
were ſufficient to repreſs my zeal, or drive me 
from the ground of accuſation on which the prin- 
ciples of truth enabled me to ſtand. I am pre- 


pared for the attack, and thoroughly convinced 


that no circumſtance, except deſertion, can diſarm 
me. The public muſt judge between us. I can 
meet their opinion with a reſpectful chearfulneſs; 
for, I perceive, that the validity of mine is more 

eſtabliſhed by the conduct of the Commiſſioners, 


* From this number muſt be excepted Lance, Eſq; 
and Montague Burgoyne, Eſq; who were not at that time 


Commiſſioners. 
who 
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who have not only rejected every offer to ſupply 
them with /uperior commodities at lower prices; 
but diſdained to liſten to any intelligence, that 
might have guided them to a mode of purchaſe 
more ſerviceable to the government. With theſe 
diſcerning gentlemen, a propoſal to ſell better and 
cheaper articles, was intereſt ; a laudable endea- 
your to detect impoſture, was envy. | 

I have preſumed publicly to remark, that con- 
ſiderations of this importance ſhould awaken the 
enquiries of the repreſentatives of the people. 
To theſe I did myſelf the honour of applying by 
letter, on the twenty-ſecond of January laſt. I 
ſolicited, from their influence, a permiſſion to 
prove, at the bar of the Houſe, the charges 
which I had advanced; and I felt myſelf in the 
poſſeſſion of ſuch indiſputable evidence as embol- 
dened me to add, that if I failed in bringing it 
to an efabliſhed crimination againſt the object of 
it, I would patiently ſubmit to ſuch puniſhment 
2s they, in their wiſdom and juſtice, might think 
proper to inflict. 

A paper war ſeemed much below the heroiſm 
of my opponent. Notwithſtanding that he was 
challenged to the battle, he diſdained to an- 
ſwer. But when the forlorn hope appeared, he 
gallantly ſtepped forward. When he believed 
that a parliamentary enquiry might decide upon 
the excellence of his conduct, and upon the turpi- 


tude of mine, he, on the $th of the month of 
[ February 
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ror on the crime committed either by Mr. At- 


[ 52 J 
February following, applied to the Court 9 
King's Bench to grant a rule againſt me, for di. 
vers libels in the letters publiſhed under the 
ſignature of Scourge, and William Bennett, in 
the General Advertiſer. The rule was granted 
on the affidavits of Mr. Atkinſon, who ſwore tg 
his innocence of every accuſation which I had 
advanced againſt him. On the 12th of the ſame 
month, the rule was diſcharged upon the motion 
of his own Counſel, On the 14th he com- 
menced an action againſt me for what he terms 
damages. Damages! ſurely he is not ſo modeſt 
and diſintereſted, as to conſider theſe as the ub 
of a merited puniſhment. _ 

The following ſhort extract from the Affidavit 
is equal to whole pages of explanations; and 
will occaſion every honeſt man to look with hor- 


kinſon or by me: 

6 This deponent faith, That in the tranſac- 
tions he hath had with the ſaid Commiſſioners 
as their Cornfactor, he hath charged them the 
uſual commiſlion of ſix-pence per quarter, and no 
more, for all malt and grain ſupplied by him; 


and that he never did, at any time during his 


tranſactions with the ſaid Commiſſioners, charge 
more than the uſual commiſſion of ſix-pence per 
quarter beyond the price he actually paid for 
any malt or gain, purchaſed by him for the ſaid 
Commiſſioners as their Cornfactor.“ If it ſhould 
appear 


4 1 

pear upon the enſuing trial, that I have en- 
deavoured to deprive Mr. Atkinſon of his fair 
credit with mankind, and conſequently of his 
buſineſs, by advancing malignant miſrepr-ſen- 
ations ; an alſo that he hath, in every tranſac- 
tion, approv«t himſelf ſuch as he is repreſented 
in the affidavit, I then muſt have been guilty of 
z moſt heinous offence, and the Court will 
doubtleſs puniſh me accordingly. But, ſhould 
it appear that my charges are juſtly founded, 
what puniſhment will be equal to the guilt of 
my opponent, who, in that caſe, will be found 
to have added a crime of the worſt dye to thoſe 
with which I have already charged him? It is 
more than probable, that one circumſtance will 
preponderate in my favour, and clearly ſhew the 
neceſſity there was of keeping the attention fixed 
upon the manceuvres of the dranterefted Mr. At- 
kinſon, It is, that during the time he was en- 
deavouring to obtain the rule againſt me in the 
Court of King's Bench, and only two days after 
making the before-mentioned Affidavit, he was 
detected by a gentleman in the very act to which 
my ictters had related; he was proved to have 
charged, for a large quantity of flour, ſeveral 
Iilings per ſack beſides his commiſſion for pur- 
caling more than he paid. But this trifle may 
lt eaſy on his mind, as flour is only the produce 
of grain, and therefore not included in any part 
of his affidavit, 
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_ ney to pay Mr. Atkinſon 2s. 6d. when they had 
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It is alſo a fact, that he charged the Commil. 
ſioners 28. 6d. per quarter for all oats made into 
grots, although he paid no more than 28. 4d, 
per quarter. This (although at the firſt glance 
a ſmall ſum) the Commiſſioners reſent as carry. 
ing an appearance of robbing the manufacture. 
I am obliged to differ from them in opinion, 2 
his conduct in this buſineſs ſeems much tainted 
with Judaiſm, Having already exceeded the 
bounds of a letter, I will explain it at a future 
time. Before I conclude, I would wiſh to ak 
thoſe irreproachable Commiſſioners, whether they 
can fay that it was not laviſhing the public mo- 


offers made to them for the ſame buſineſs at x, 
per quarter? And whether it was conſiſtent with 
their duty, as ſervants of the State, to ſuffer Mr, 
Atkinſon to ſend in ſo large a quantity of * malt 
ſubſequent to the above-mentioned detection of 
the frauds which he had committed? I, for the 
preſent, take my leave, and am, 


Sir, your humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM BENNETT. 
Camberwell, April 16, 1781. 
06 


» Liberty was given him to ſend in 10, ooo quarters; bu! 
as ſome of the Commiſſioners diſapprove of it, there ſeems 
to be a doubt whether he will be allowed to ſend in ſo much. 


I mention chis as coming from one of the Commuiliion- 
ers, 


CF 


Tv the Printer of the General Advertiſer, Ge. 
SIR, 


HE conſciouſneſs of innocence (and if the 

ſpotleſs Chriſtopher Atkinſon, Eſq; does 
not enjoy it, where is the human breaſt that glows. 
with this invaluable treaſure ?) gives play to the 
imagination, and brings forward the delightful 
proſpect of calumniators, kneeling under fits of 
penitence before inſulted merit, and receiving 
pardon for their guilt. Hence has iſſued the re- 
port that this moſt irreproachable and compaſ- 
ſionate cornfactor, melted by the acknowledgment 
of my crimes, forgives, .and, in the plenitude of 
his mercy, proteſts that he will zot declare in tne 
ſuit now depending againſt me in conſequence of 
my letters. 

It is with ſhame and bluſhes that I confeſs my- 
ſelf unworthy of this gracious treatment. As 
much as the pure ſplendour of unaffected virtue 
irradiates from Mr. Atkinſon, ſo much am I co- 
vered with obduracy and with ingratitude. It is 
this hardneſs of heart which impels me to de- 
clare, that the report is falſe; and that, becom- 


ers; and if they ſhould attempt to remove or diſplace any 
of the Clerks, as they did ſome time ago upon ſuſpicion, I 
will give up the name of the Commiſſioner from whomoethis 
information originated, | 


ing 
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TEA 
ing a monſter in a chriſtian country, of which the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed ornament is himſelf, I will re- 


turn evil for good; and as he has condeſcended 
to delay the trial, and take a rule to procraſtinate 


it until November Term, J will not loſe a mo- 


ment in cauſing the ſtricteſt inveſtigations to take 
place relative to his Affidavit on which the rule 
againſt me was obtained. According to my 
abandoned modes of thinking, this point is 
worthy the conſideration of Engliſh Courts of 
Juſtice, and Engliſh Juries. And there have I 
the effrontery to wiſh to meet him; nor do 1 
doubt (fo violently preſumptuous are my hopes) 
the full ſucceſs of my endeavours to adorn his 
character with its true colours, in the preſence of 


the Houſe of Commons. 


The eyes of honourable men are clear; and 
they diſcern all objects in their actual point of 
view. Thus Mr. Atkinſon perceived the recti- 


tude of his conduct, when he attempted to drag 


me forward as an example; as an inſtructive, 
dreadful leſſon againſt the vice of defamation. 
The ſight of wicked members of the community 
is clouded by a baneful miſt, Realities elude; 
deceptions cover them. Thus 7 conjectured that 
I foreſaw approaching perſecution, for my temerity 
in laying before the public a ſtate of the extrava- 
gant prices which they were charged for grain by 
Mr. Atkinſon; and I am yet ſo blind as to ima- 
gine, that I ſeverely fel: it. What ſays the noble 

| Viſcount 


= 


Viſcount Stormont upon this occaſion? Come 
forward, my good Lord, and tell the world in- 
cerely whether you differ in opinion from 


WILLIAM BENNETT, 
Camberwell, July 19, 1781. 


For the General Advertiſer, &c. 


To the LORDS COMMISSIONERS of the 
ADMIRALTY. 


My Loks, 


HE department which you have the honour 

to fill (for, popular truſts are honour, even 
though the vices and the blunders of Adminiſtra- 
tion have covered them with calamity) is not in 
all reſpects unſullied by abuſes. The Public, a 
valuable portion of whoſe diſſipated treaſure 
maintains your Lordſhips in the ſplendid luxury 
of employments, enjoy a right of animadverting 
to theſe abuſes; and I, a member of that Public, 
conceive myſelf intitled to exerciſe, as an indivi- 
dual, the privileges of which they may avail them- 
ſelves, collectively. Standing under this deſcrip- 
tion, I cannot think it neceſſary to apologize for 
the following remarks : 


A pro- 


[ 38 ] 

A propoſal has been made, to inform your 
Lordſhips of abuſes prevalent in offices ſubject to 
your peculiar cognizance: abuſes which ſtrike 
with equal detriment againſt the welfare of the 
Public and of the Navy. If this propoſal carries 
with it the appearance of a charge (and I defy all 
the Judges, Counſel, Proctors, and Solicitors of 
your Court of Admiralty to twiſt it into a different 
ſhape) it naturally follows that your Lordſhips, 
ſteady to the truſts conferred upon you, ſhould 
not delay a moment to inveſtigate the matter, 
and diſcover whether the ſuppoſed offenders have 
been accuſed with juſtice. I will not poſitively 
declare that you have neglected to purſue this 
line of conduct; but only take the liberty to 
trouble your Lordſhips with a few queſtions, the 
anſwers to which, if delivered with ſincerity, muf 
coincide with general opinions. Was no letter, 
bearing the ſignature of HINT, and dated on the 
ninth of laſt July, addreſſed to your Lordſhips ? 
Did not the Commiſſioners of Victualling require, 
in an advertiſement publiſhed on the twentieth of 
the month of Auguſt following, the appearance 
of the author of this letter at their board, in order 
that he might make good his charges? If the 
confirmation of theſe charges could have led to 
the redreſs of public grievances, and the puniſh- 
ment of the guilty, why was the buſineſs checked, 
and the accuſer not called upon until fix weeks 


ſubſequent to the advancement of kis allegations? 
I Did 
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jid ſuch a proceeding iſſue from the neeeſſity of 
heltering the innocence of the object aimed at in 
ke letter, and of giving him a convenient time 
y cover in from the impending ſtorm ? When the 
er was addreſſed particularly to yourſelves, 
did your Lordſhips refer it to the Commiſ- 
mers of Victualling? Allowing even that the 
omplaint fell within the department of heir 
ard, did it not extend to your's? to your's, 
ich, in fact, preſides over the former, and 
dould, in this caſe, have accelerated its determi- 
ations? Is it natural to imagine that ſuch in- 
mfiſtency (to give it no worſe a term) inſtead of 
aching the author to reverence the ways of men 
power, has not furniſhed him with ample proofs, 
hat greatneſs may become the object of his pity 
d contempt ? 
Will your Lordſhips now forgive me, if 1 en- 
the favour of you to deſcend from your ex- 
ed heights, and liſten to a paltry tale, of 

ach the Hero is CHRISTOPHER ATKIN- 
ION ; a Squire, no doubt, for the wiſe and in- 
orruptible electors of Heyden kave converted him 
w a Senator; not that he might repay himſelf 
eexpences of a conteſt which he once loſt for 
borough, and for which cenſorious people 
ould wickedly ſuppoſe that he received an in- 
emnity, when, through the aſſiſtance of his noble 
nend, he was appointed Cornfactor to the Victual- 


og Board ; but that he might defend their privi- 
K leges 
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leges againſt the encroachments of Adminiſt 
tion, and the influence of the Crown ? Toward 
the cloſe of December 1779, information y 
given to the Public, through the channel of f 
General Advertiſer, in a letter ſigned Scourge, th 
this ſame dumb but ſerviceable Senator, ſupplit 
Government with malt and other grain of an i 


ferior quality; and yet was paid for it by H 
good Stewards of the public money, the Commiſſion Mn 
ers of Victualling, the moſt extravagant prices bli 
and all this at a time, when an offer had ber ©: 
made to ſupply them with malt and other grii v 
of the very beſt quality, at prices confederably lower fac 
This letter, not indeed honoured with the note lu 
of your Lordſhips, excited the attention of H d 
accuſed parties, the Commiſſioners, who bold by 
came forward, and ſummoned the. writer to n 
pear before them, and prove the charge, With te 
little inclination to viſit men, who, by this me: un 
ſure, ſeemed to have inveſted themſelves with 1a th 
triple character of Culprit, Judge and Jury, Md 
poſitively declined the honour of a meeting; b e 
at the ſame time, offered, with the permiſſion oi l 
your Lordſhips, to prove his allegations at t b 
Board of Admiralty. To yourſelves is it be 4 
| known for what reaſons you did not direct him u In 
attend, My Lords, were I inclined to teaze you ® 
with ill-natured queſtions, I ſhould aſk whetht 


A fellow-feeling for honeſt Chriſtopher, the biſon 
friend (Sir Hugh muſt not grow jealous at it 
be | expreſſor 
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of the Marine department, prevented you from 
calling on his accuſer? Whether you feared that 
the charges might be fully proved ? And whether 
jou thought it leſs politic to cruſh ſuch flagrant 
praftices at the outſet, than to allow them a full 
range, during a ſpace of more than twelve months, 
previous to the final diſcharge of this moſt hopeful 
imb of honourable commerce? Fooliſh people, 


charge has leſſened the catalogue of the public 
wrongs, and ſomewhat ſmoothed the grounded 
faces of the poor; that quirks. of law have abſo- 
lutely excluded from inferior Courts of Judicature, 
the manifeſtation of all the brutal tricks exhibited 


and that the Houſe of Commons, anxious to pro- 
tet the people, whoſe delegates they are, from 
unexampled rapine, will ſhortly interpoſe, diſcuſs 
the matter to the bottom, and, having finiſhed 
their reſearches, either puniſh the falſe Accuſer, 
or ſtrip. the Criminal of all his ſpoils, and force 
him to refund even to the laſt ſhilling that has 
been ſeized beyond the limits of a fair commiſſion. 
At the Court end of the town, the diſcovery of 
immoderate joy, on ſuch occaſions, would prove 
unfaſhionable ; but 7 ſhall be willing, whenever 
they occur, to convince” your Lordſhips, that I 
have not a grain of the bon ton about me, and to 

K 2 ſave 


apreſſion) of our ſucceſsful guardian at the head 


blind to his exceſs of virtue, imagine that this diſ- 


by one devouring monſter in the Corn Trade; 
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you from the trouble of feeling raptures, b 
raking all your's into the bargain with my own, 
| I am, my Lords, LE 
Your Lordſhips moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM BENNETT, 
Camberwell, September 4, 1781. 


* 
* 


tc. 1 a ”— 
1 « th. — 1 
** — 


ANONYMOUS LETTER 


THEREAS on Thurſday morning, the 
15th of June laſt, about ſix o'clock, the 
dwelling-houſe of William Bennett, of Camber- 


well, in the county of Surrey, dealer in corn, 


was entered and ſearched, his papers ſeized and 
read, and himſelf taken into cuſtody, by Mr. 
Bond and others, and with his papers, taken in the 
Brown Bear in Bow-ſtreet, (by order of Lord 
Stormont, in conſequence of an anonymous let- 
ter ſent to his Lordſhip by the penny-poſt, which 
mark it bore) where he was examined by Mr, 
Juſtice Wright; and nothing appearing agaialt 
him, he was taken, about ten o'clock, to Lord 
Stormont's Office, where he was kept till about 
two in the afternoon; when his Lordſhip ſent 


word to him by his Secretary, © That he was ſa- 
tisfied 
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tisfied by Juſtice Wright, that the charge againſt 
bim contained in the anonymous letter was entirely 
falſe and malicious, and he might ſend for a coach 
and take away his papers, he being then at liberty 
ta depart,” 

Notwithſtanding che above Jedi his 
Lordſhip, though repeatedly requeſted, has not 
only refuſed: his aſſiſtance to find out the author 
of ſo infamous a letter, (that at the time it put an 
innocent man's life at ſtake, was making a dupe 
of his Lordſhip, and, through his power, putting 
a family in the greateſt unhappineſs,) but has abſo- 
lutely refuſed to deliver either the letter, or a 
copy, and by that, prevented Mr. Bennett from 
the neceſſary means towards diſcovering him. 
Mr. Bennet being ſhewn the letter when he was 
firſt taken into cuſtody, thinks he can recollect 
enough of it, to deſcribe it, that any perſon know- 
ing the author may give information thereof: 
Any perſon giving ſuch information, as may be 
the means of bringing the author or authors to 
juſtice, ſhall receive, on conviction of one or 
more of them, a reward of thirty pounds from 
Me, 
f WILLIAM BENNETT. 
_ Camberwell, Aug. 19, 1780. 


The letter was to the following purport : 


© That William Bennet, near the end of Or- 


chard-Row, Camberwell, was one of the firſt that 
| fe 
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ſet fire to Newpate; ; that he had long been a 
writer againſt Miniſters, in that infamous paper, 
called The General Advertiſer ; that his papers 
were ſufficient to condemn him; and deſired he 
might be made a cloſe priſoner, and not let any 
one have acceſs to him; and thought they might 
make him uſeful as an evidence, by threats of 
puniſhment, or promiſe of rewards, &c. &c.“ 
After Mr. Bennett was diſcharged from Lord 
Stormont” s office, he requeſted of Juſtice Wright, 
the anonymous letter; who informed him, that 
Lord Stormont had it at that time, but that he 
would aſk him for it when he went again. Mr. 
Bennett called, on the 21ſt of June, on Juſtice 
Wright, in Bow-ſtreet; but he ſaid, he had forgot 
to aſk for the letter; on which Mr. Bennet wrote 
a let: er to his Lordſhip, of which the following 
IS 2 

| (COPY.) 

V Lord, | 


As an injured individual, by my houſe being 
ranſacked, and my perſon and papers ſeized, in 
the m>ſt diſgr:ceful manner, on Thurſday morn- 
ing laſt, in conſequence of an anonymous letter 
received by your Lordſhip, which, on my exami- 
nation, appeared entirely falſe and groundleſs, I 
hope your Lordſhip will not refuſe my requeſt, 
that the original letter, which was the cauſe of 
my being taken into cuſtody, be delivered to me, 

or 
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or at leaſt an authenticated copy thereof, as it 


may tend to the diſcovery of the author of ſo ma- 
licious a deſign on my life. 


I am, my Lord, &c. 


(Signed) WILLIAM BENNETT. 
June 21, 1780. 
Directed 
The Right Hon. Lord Stormont. 


Mr. Bennett ſent up the letter to Mr. Frazer, 
who ſent word down, that he expected Lord Stor- 
mont to return from Court in a ſhort time, when 
he would give the letter to him. His Lordſhip, 
ſome ſhort time after, entered the room where 
Mr. Bennett was waiting, when the following 
converſation enſued; 

Lord Stormont. I preſume your name 1s 
Bennett. 

Mr. Bennett. It is, my Lord. 

Lord S. I have read a letter you ſent me, but 
I cannot grant your requeſt. 

Mr. B. Why ſo, my Lord? 

Lord S. I ſuppoſe you mean to advertiſe the - 
letter, and if you find out the author, you'll pro- 
ſecute him. | 

Mr. B, Certainly I do, my Lord. 

Lord S, Then I cannot, by any means, let 
you have the letter, as it will be putting it in your 
power to puniſh, perhaps, a miſtaken man. 4 

* 
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© Mr. B. No, my Lord, he cannot be a miſ. 
taken man; if your Lordſhip will read the letter 
with attention, you will find it contains nothing 
but malice in every line, 

Lord 8. Well, Mr. Bennett, I believe the 
letter to be entirely malicious ; but if I ſhould 
put it in your power to puniſh the author, it may 
ſtop our current of information. 

Mr. B. If your information in general is no 
better than that you had againſt me, it is time 
it was ſtopt. 

Lord 8. But, Mr. Bennett, perhaps we may 
have ſome good anonymous information. 

Mr. B. My Lord, my puniſhing ſuch a vil- 
lain can never deter any perſon from giving you 
well- founded information; and thoſe that do not 
ought to be deterred, as no man but who is as bad 
as himſelf, but would wiſh he ſhould meet a juſt 
puniſnment. 

Lord S. It is inconſiſtent with the duty of my 
office to deliver either papers, or copy of papers, 
ſent there for information. 

Mr. B. That, my Lord, muſt be the greateſt 
encouragement to villainy. : 

Lord S. I pity you as an individual, but can- 
not help you; you ſhould think it an honour that 
you have been examined and diſcharged ; for by 
proving yourſelf an innocent man, you have 
proved yourfelf a friend to government, and are 
not in the ſame predicament with many who are 


ſuſpected characters. 
6 M 
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Mr. B. That, my Lord, is very little ſatis- 
action to me for the riſk J have run, and the un- 
jappineſs it has cauſed my family, to find the 
wthor of my trouble kept ſecret, to prevent his 
being puniſhed ; and as to the honour, I had ra- 
ther it had been conferred on your Lordſhip. 

Lord S. I cannot ſtop any longer; I am in 
haſte to go to the Houſe of Peers; as an indivi- 
dual I pity you, but cannot help you; I wiſh you 
good day. 

His Lordſhip then went to his carriage. | 

Mr. Bennett then, by his Attorney, ſerved the 
officers with a legal notice to let him have pe- 
ruſal and copy of the warrant, or other autho- 
ity, by which they entered his houſe, and ſeized 
his papers, &c. The day following, he received 
a letter from Juſtice Wright, requiring him to 
call on him in Bow-ſtreet, the next day, which 
Mr. Bennett did; when Mr. Wright informed 
him, “ there was no warrant, or other authority, 
for apprehending him; but he did not doubt, 
when the times were a little quiet, that Lord 
Stormont would deliver the letter.” Flattered 
by Mr, Wright's opinion, Mr, Bennett waited 
till the firſt of Auguſt, when he ſent an affidavit, 
of which the following is a copy, with a letter, 
a copy of which ſhall appear in a few days. 

The above-mentioned converſation will con- 
vey to every impartial mind Lord Stormont's 
L Principles, 
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principles, in reſpect of what is dear to eyey 
Engliſhman---Liberty. 


end of W 8 


Thomas Wild, of the Borough of Reading, 
in the County of Berks, Watchmaker ; Edward 
Skeate White, one of the Aldermen of the {aid 
Borough; and Thomas Lampard, of the fam 
place, Innholder, ſeverally make oath and ay; 
and firſt this deponent, Thomas Wild, for him- 
ſelf ſaith, That William Bennett, of Camber. 
well, in the County of Surrey, came to this de. 
ponent's houſe, in Reading aforeſaid, on Wed. 
neſday the thirty-firſt day of May laſt paſt, and 
there continued, lodged, and boarded, unti 
Wedneſday, the ſeventh day of June laſt pal, 
and returned, about two of the clock that day, 
by the ſtage coach, to London; and this depo- 
nent ſaith, That the ſaid William Bennett, during 
the whole of the ſaid time, continued at Read } 
ing aforeſaid (except walking out for his amuſe 
ment) and ſlept every night, during the ſaid time, 
in this deponent's houſe, at Reading aforeſaid; 
and that, during the whole of Tueſday, the ſixth 
day of June, and the morning of Wedneſday, 
the feventh, until his return to London, he was 
. three hours together, out of this deponent's 
3 | Company, 
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company and that in Reading aforeſaid. And 
theſe deponents, Edward Skeate White, and 
Thomas Lampard, ſeverally make oath and ſay, 
That they were in company with the ſaid William 
Bennett ſeveral times during his continuance at 
Reading aforeſaid, and particularly between three 
and four of the clock in the afternoon of Tueſ- 
ay, the ſaid ſixth day of June laſt, and alſo on 
te morning of Wedneſday, the ſeventh; on 
which day the ſaid Thomas Lampard depoſeth 
and faith, the ſaid William Bennett rook a place 
in the afternoon ſtage, that inns ac this deponent's 
houle, to return en Reading to London. 


oy 


THOMAS WILD, 
EDWARD SKEATE WHITE, 
THOMAS LAMPARD. 


The above-named Thomas Wild, Edward 
Skeate White, and Thomas Lampard, were ſe- 
vetally ſworn to the truth of the above depoſi- 
tions, within the ſaid Borough, this 22d day of 
July, in the year of our Lord 1780. 


Before me, 


THO. DEANE, Mayor. 


L 2 For 


of my caſe; for however my enemies may have 


for ſucceſs in their ſecondary aim, that of hurting | 
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For the General Advertiſer, Sec. 
To Terd STORM ON T. 
My Lord, 


EAR fix weeks have elapſed 555 I U- 
bled your Lordſhip with my requeſt for the 
anonymous letter (on which your Lordſhip or- 
dered me into cuſtody, and my papers to be 
ſeized) waiting for what I hope is now accom- 

pliſhed, viz. a reſtoration of order and govern- 
ment in the metropolis. I have incloſed for your 
Lordſhip's peruſal an Affidavit, which will clearly 
ſhew to your Lordſhip the malice of the letter al- 
luded to; which, I hope, will induce your Lord- 
ſhip to take into your conſideration the hardſhip 


miſſed their grand point, which ſeemed to be 
aimed at my life, they may have had their wiſhed- 


my reputation, which, to a perſon in buſineſs, is 
next to life; and although Government have 
uſed eyery endeavour to bring to trial thoſe who 
went to demand money even of ſo ſmall a ſum as 


one ſhilling, yet the perſon who, aſſaſſin- like, en- 
- deavoured to take my life in the dark, is ſcreened 


by thoſe who ought to have puniſhed him by way 
of example. Although I only requeſted of your 
. Lordſhip 


1 

Lordſhip the means of finding out the author, I 
was abſolutely refuſed. | | 

I hope your Lordſhip will more maturely con- 
ſider the caſe, and reflect in your mind on the ſitu- 
ation of a perſon torn from his family, his papers 
ſeized and read, and his houſe ranſacked in the 
moſt diſgraceful manner, and only through an 
anonymous. letter, without an accuſer to face 
him, or any information on oath ; and afterwards 
obliged to put up with ſevere reflections, which 
perſons are ready enough to caſt, becauſe it is put 
out of his power either to convince or to refute. 
Theſe circumſtances will, I make no doubt, plead 
an excuſe for my warmth, in a cauſe that ſo nearly 
affects me. I therefore once more, my Lord, 
intreat your Lordſhip to take my ſituation into 
your conſideration, and grant me ſuch redreſs as 
to your Lordſhip ſhall ſeem meet, 


I am, my Lord, 
With great reſpect, 
Your Lordſhip's humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM BENNETT. 
Camberwell, Aug. 1, 1780. 


The Right Hon. Lord Stormont, 
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My Lord, 


1 Horx your Lordſhip will excuſe the trouble 
of this letter. I did not intend to have troubled 
you with any after the firſt current, as by your 
Lordſhip's taking no notice of that letter, it ap- 
pears you are not only determined, not to grant 
me any redreſs for the injury ſuſtained, but alſo 
prevent me (as far as in your power) ſecking any 
from the party who, aſſaſſin- like, endeavoured to 
deſtroy me, by ſcreening him from the puniſh- 
ment he ſo juſtly merited. Such is Lord Stor- 
mont's conduct, whatever may be his motives. 

The intent of this letter, my Lord, is to in- 
form you, that my letter of the firſt incloſed an 
affidavit which I ſent for your Lordſhip's peruſal, 
to diſpel every doubt that might remain in the 
breaſt, of the truth of my ſtory, which I ima- 
gined might be the grounds of your refuling me 
the aſſiſtance I ſo often requeſted of you ; as that, 
my Lord, had no effect, I now have but one re- 
ſource (that I at preſent know of) left, which is 
that of publiſhing as much of the contents of the 
anonymous letter as I can recollect, (from my 
agitated ſtate of mind, natural to be expected, on 
ſeeing my papers ſeized and read by ſtrangers, 
my houſe ſearched, and myſelf taken priſoner,) 
that the public may be no longer miſled with 


reſpect to the charge on which I was taken, and 
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on what a ſlight information (I beg pardon for 
that expreſſion, as there was no legal information) 
I therefore find it neceſſary to add a copy of the 
affidavit before-mentioned, and other particulars, 
as it may tend io the diſcovery of the author, and 
will ſnew the dangerous ſituation of mankind, 
when it is ſo eaſy a matter for a malicious man, 
by the moſt ſuperficial artifices, to make a Secre- 
tary of State an inſtrument in his hands to hurl 
deſtruction on any man who may have offended 
him, unleſs, as in my caſe, ſomething particular 
may have happened to bring to his recollection, 
and that of his friends, where he was at the diſtance 
of nine days. 

I have not the leaſt doubt but your Lordſhip 
will honourably reſtore the affidavit, it being my 
property, particularly when I inform you I have 
neither time nor money to ſpare to go to Reading 
for another. | 

If it be not too much trouble, ſhould be glad 
your Lordſhip will order it to be incloſed, and 
directed for me, near the end of Orchard-row, 
Camberwell, If I do not receive ita day or 
two, will call on Mr. Frazer for it, whom I hope 
your Lordſhip will inſtruct to deliver it. 

I am, my Lord, thoroughly ſatisfied of the 
protection your Lordſhip, and every other con- 
cerned, receive by the act of indemnity lately 
paſſed, from any action for damage I might have 
commenced againſt you; but that, my Lord, is 

but 
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but little conſolation to a noble mind, that he is 


by law exempt from making ſatisfaction for any 


injury he may have done to an individual through 
the artful ſchemes of a malicious perſon ; and, I 
think, had your Lordſhip put yourſelf, for a 
moment, in my ſituation, I ſhould not have had 
occaſion to repeat my requeſt, as to do as you 
would be done unto, is the nobleſt principle in 
man. | 
I am, my Lord, 

With due reſpec, 


Your Lordſhip's much injured, 
humble ſervant, 


| WILLIAM BENNETT. 
Camberwell, Aug. 14, 1780. 


The Right Hon. Lord Stormont. 


For the General Advertiſer, &c. 
To Lord STORMONT, 
My Lord, 


Vo may, perhaps, deem it a piece of ef- 
1 frontery in me, to publiſh in this paper of 
the 20th of September, the Letter and Affidavit, 
and alſo the converſation that paſſed between us at 

: | your 
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four office. Your Lordſhip will, probably, be 
equally diſpleaſed at the inſertion of the two let- 
ters which accompany this. I have taken the 
meaſure with reluctance ; but no alternative re- 
mained to undeceive the public, and clear me 
from the imputation of a dangerous crime. With 
juſtice may I complain of the protection afforded 
by your Lordſhip to the author of the anonymous 
letter. Whilſt you with-hold it from me, a moſt 
abandoned member of the community cannot be 
made amenable to the laws of this country, to de- 
ter others from the like infamous attempt ; and 
give me leave to add, that, unleſs your Lordſhip's 
heart were callous to every tender feeling, you 
would not have added inſult to injury ; nor, in- 
ſtead of aſſiſting me to find the author, would you 
have ridiculed the diſtreſs you had occaſioned, and 
pretended that my diſcharge was an honour which 
obliterated the injury, Surely, my Lord, you 
have rendered me free to wiſh, that the man who 
obdurately beſtows ſuch kinds of honours, may 
have them returned double fold. Should the ſame 
meaſure which ſome unfeeling Stateſmen are-ha- 
bituated to mete, be meaſured to them again, it is 
probable that, from the eminence on which they 
ſtand, their fall may be at once violent and unla- 
mented, 

I am naturally induced to coincide with many 
in opinion, that your Lordſhip would not, un- 
aſſiſted by corroborating circumſtances, have 
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the ſpeed with which you iſſued your commands 


| ſtead of a collection of ſatires, high ſeaſoned 


in haſte to go to the King. Nothing therefore 


the parties who had taken ſuch an advantage of 


[76 ] 
taken ſuch haſty ſteps in conſequence of a name, 
leſs letter, which vaguely charged me with ſet. 
ting fire to Newgate, if richer objects had not 
preſented themſelves to your view. May | 
beg leave to aſk your Lordſhip, whether the vo- 
luptuous entertainment expected to ariſe from 
the complete carving of my private papers, wa 
not conſiderably more than miniſterial Epicures 
could reſiſt? The queſtion is beſt anſwered, by 


= ws 


for my immediate apprehenſion, How trifling 
was the gratification of your appetite ! What a 
diſappointment muſt it have been, when, in- 


with abuſe againſt your Lordſhip and your aſo. 
ciates in office, you found nothing but a ſmall 
deſert, conſiſting of complaints againſt a ſett of 
purveyors, who had provided malt, wheat, and 
peaſe of an inferior quality, and wilfully paid a 
moſt extravagant price for them. Your Lord- 
ſhip being informed of this before you entered | 
the room, obſerved, in excuſe, that you were 


remained, but for me to take the inſipid morſel 
back, and go away. 

I ſhould have thought that diſappointment 
might have rouzed your Lordſhip's anger againſt 


your credulity; and that, purſuing an act of 
juſtice, 
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juſtice, you would have aſſiſted me to detect 
them. 

Surely, my Lord, your ſentiments are too ele- 
vated to deſpiſe this act of juſtice, becauſe a ſub- 
ſequent bill of indemnity preſents you with a 
ſhelter from the conſequences of having violated 
it, Is it on this ground that, ſhamefully inat- 
tentive to your own dignity, and all equitable 
retribution, you protect the wretch who ſought 
my life, and, what is worſe, aſſailed my charac. 
ter, Great and good minds will not envy Lord 
Stormont this inglorious triumph under an act of 
indemnity ; without the unconſtitutional ſanction 
of which, the verdi& of twelve jurymen would 
have brought to your recollection the motto 
blazing on your breaſt, by teaching you that the 
laws of this country do not ſuffer any man, how- 
erer elevated his ſtation, to trample, with im- 
punity, on the liberties of an Engliſhman, 


I am, my Lord, 
With due reſpect, 
Your humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM BENNETT, 
Camberwell, Of. 2, 1780. 6; 
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For the General Advertiſer, &c, 


To Viſcaunt STORMONT, 


Mx Loxzo, 


Cannot omit thus publicly to remind you, 

that this is the anniverſary of the day on 
which my houſe was ranfacked ; on which my 
papers were ſeized, and when I was taken pri- 
ſoner, by your order, without the leaſt ſhadow of 
evidence of any charge againſt me, except ſom: 
vague aſſertions contained in a nameleſs letter, 
which your Lordſhip is ſaid to have received by 
the Penny-poſt. 

I am naturally induced to believe, that your 
Lordſhip's long reſidence at a foreign Court, 
where arbitrary government prevails, has in ſome 
degree habituated you to acts of deſpotiſm, and 
induced you to forget that our excellent conſtitu- 
tion extends (when the invaſions of abandoned 
power do not wickedly intercept them) protec- 
tion and redreſs to all its members, or certainly 
you could not think an anonymous letter ſuffi 
cient to juſtify you in the tranſactions of that 
day. Have the diſcerning public no reaſon to 
imagine that, big with the enterprize, you were 

3 | too 
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too full of your own abilities to receive the ad. 
monitions offered to you; too impatient to ac- 
quire your darling object to deliberate on the 
buſineſs; and too powerful to be reſtrained by 
the dread of any ſubſequent conſequences, when 
you plunged into a meaſure that clearly proved 
the contempt in which you held the laws of this 
country; and your ſtill perſiſting in protecting 
the wretch, who with his anonymous letter ſtruck 
at my life, from being made amenable to the 
laws of this country, proves how little you re- 
gard the liberties of its ſubjects, 

The period I hope is not very diſtant, when 
by concurring circumſtances the public will be 
convinced, that the author is not the harmleſs, 
miſtaken man that your Lordſhip repreſented 
him, and wiſhed me to believe him to be; but 
more probably an*aſſafſin, who thought it a con- 
venient opportunity of putting me out of the way, 
that he might avoid the puniſhment due to his 
demerits, in the moment that conviction cloſely 
_ purſued him. 

Among the numbers of charges contained in 
the anonymous letter, was one of writing againſt 
Miniſters in the General Advertiſer. The fallacy 
of this charge, was clearly proved by the examina- 
tion of my papers; and thoſe dangerous letters 
turned out to be nothing more, than a particular 
account of the prices the Commiſſioners of one 


ef your public Boards were paying their corn- 
factor, 
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factor, and which I requeſted to have the oppor. 
tunity of aſcertaining at the bar of the Houſe of 
Commons. This, my Lord, was a crime of {6 
heinous a dye, that I was charged with being a 
libeller, and the Court of King's Bench was moved 
againſt me accordingly: which rule fell to the 
ground, in equal diſgrace with the letter, 

Surely, my Lord, when you found that the 
charge againſt me was the offspring of falſchood, 


infamy, and malice, you ſhould not either have 


contaminated your own dignity, or riſqued your 
perſonal ſafety, by foſtering a viper in your bo- 
ſom, and that, even in defiance of all your power, 
may ſting you to the heart. For ſhame, my 
Lord! throw off the prejudices of education; 
break through the influence of connections; per- 
form an act of juſtice; aſſume the ſolid, ancient 
virtue of an ExCLIsHMAx, and bring a villain to 


the law, that puniſhment may follow, and that 


ſociety may know and ſhun the danger of an in- 
tercourſe with ſo depraved a miſcreant. 

The act of indemnity, by which your Lordſhip 
is ſheltered from the conſequences of having 
violated the laws, was never meant to protect 
ſuch a monſter as this; and your triumph over me, 
appears to great and good minds ſomewhat more 
than inglorious. It is not an object of their envy. 
Then what is it? In the ſober hour of reaſon (if 


fuch an hour ſhould ever return to you) conſult 
your 


[ 31 J 


your own heart, and that heart ſhall anſwer the 
queſtion. It might be dangerous for me to ven- 
ture to reſolve it. 


I am, my Lord, 
Your humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM BENNETT, 
Camberwell, June 15, 1781. 
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In page ix. of the Introduction, laſt line of FE Wit, 
fer * leats,” read © ſeals.” —Page 2, line 8, for © re- 
6 acting,“ read. affecting;“ line 14, for © mn the 
tc repetition,” read in their petition.” —Page 3, line 
19, read “ from that to 5s. per quarter 4% than Bear- 

Key Market ;” and in page 62, line 7, of the Anonymaus 
Leiter, for * in,” read © to,” 


- * * 
* 
0 


